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&KDLUPDQ� 0,µ
+RQ� 6HFUHWDU\� 'DY
+RQ� 7UHDVXUHU� 0UV� *
&ODLUH -RKQVWRQH� ZP«
&RRSHU� �� :HOEHFN 5
:LQGODVV� +XJK 0F.QL�
UHWDU\� -DPHV &� 6WUHHW�
/\IRUG 5RDG� 6�:���� @
1LFRO@� Q«E� $UFWXUXV� *W
ULDJH� %XGG¶V )DUP� +LJ
3DUN 5RDG� 7RQEULGJH� O
8QLRQ � 2OLYHU 7XUQHU� �
/HPVIRUG 5RDG� 6W� $OE�
1RQ�&RPPLWWHH 0HPKHL
'LVSDWFK DQG &LUFXODWLR

()25( &KULVWPDV
PHPRU\ LQ WKH SDVW

WKH %UDQFK¶V &KULVWPDV
DW FORVH RQ ���� ZHUH ¶
DQG RQ EHKDOI RI WKH &RU
WKRVH ZKR VXSSRUWHG WKH
UHVSRQVH WR WKH DSSHDO
:DV H[WUHPHO\ JRRG DQG
SHRSOH UHFHLYHG D ODUJ
DSSUHFLDWLRQ IRU ZKLFW
SOHDVXUH WR VHH� DQG , �
VHQW SUHVHQWV RI PRQH\�
:LWK &KULVWPDV EHLQJ

6KRZ� WKH GDUNHVW RI W@
VHHP WR SRVVHVV D VSHFLD
DKHDG� &HUWDLQO\ WKLV țȍ
WLRQ� DQG PXVW KDYH JLYH
DQG HQMR\PHQW WR DOO Z@
PDQ\ RI WKRVH ZKR YLVLWH
VXI¿FLHQWO\ LQWHUHVWHG E�
WKH FDQDOV RI WKLV șȖȠ
H[SORUH WKHP ODWHU LQ WK
RQ IRRW� DQG MXGJLQJ E\
,�:�$� VWDQG PRUH EHDW
WKHLU ZD\ RQWR WKH FDQD
H[FHOOHQW WKLQJ� IRU :@
WRZDUGV FRPPHUFLDO FDU
DQG P\VWHULRXV� LW LV 9,
DQG KLUH ERDWV DV SRVVLW
WKDW WKH SXEOLF LQWHUHVW
DQG WKH FDQDOV WKHPVHOY
FDQDOV VRRQ EHFRPH WKH

FERRY YACHT STATION“MAID” LINE

CRUISERS LTD. _sumer
Tel.: Emberbrook 1078 (3 lines)

(Alternative Turn-round Points at Reading and Brinklow, near Coventry)
*

We are Sole Booking Agents for other cruisers operating on the Thames, the
Severn, and the Canals from Kingston, Amington, Bunbury, Gt. Haywood,
Cosgrove, Tewkesbury, Cropredy, etc, also on the lovely River Marne

in France.
Several exciting new cruisers have been added to our Thames and Canal Fleets.

Nearly 100 craft cruising on the Upper Thames, Oxford, Grand Union,
Worcester & Birmingham, Shropshire Union and other Canals.
MODERN SELF-STARTING DIESEL & PETROL ENGINES
ELECTRIC LIGHT ⑧ SAFETY GAS INSTALLATIONS

Foam rubber mattress, Refrigerators. Gas cookers with ovens.
“Kepcold” cold boxes. Running hot water systems.

Full Details in our new 100-PAGE COLOUR ILLUSTRATED BROCHURE

Canal Pleasurecraft (siourporty Ltd.
STOURPORT-ON-SEVERN, Worcs. Tel.: 2970

FIRST TO DESIGN AND BUILD MOTOR CRUISERS
ESPECIALLY FOR USE ON THE WHOLE OF THE

CANAL AND RIVER NETWORK
2 to 6 berth fully equipped and comfortable motor cruisers for

hire on the canals and rivers Severn and Avon
atest types include these unique special features :-

CLOSED-CIRCUIT KEEL COOLING
HOT WATER TO ALL CABINS
LARGE FULLY OPENING WINDOWS
GAS COOKING WITH OVEN AND GRILL
PYE TRANSISTOR BUILT-IN RADIO
ELECTRIC SHAVING POINT
LARGE REFRIGERATOR
FORMICA SURFACES
ELECTRIC LIGHTS
WIPE-CLEAN LYONIDE DUNLOPILLO CUSHIONS

ILLUSTRATED BROCHURE ON REQUEST
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+RQ� 7UHDVXUHU� 0UV� *� 6SUDWW� �� 2[EHUU\ $YHQXH� 6�:��� .HQQHW DQG $YRQ DQG +RQ� (GLWRU� 0LVV
&ODLUH -RKQVWRQH� :LOORZ &RWWDJH� 7LPVZD\� 6WDLQHV� 0LGGOHVH[� +RQ� $GYHUWLVHPHQW 0DQDJHU� 'DYLG
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1LFRO@� QE� $UFWXUXV� *XLOGIRUG :KDUI� )ULDU\ 6WUHHW� *XLOGIRUG� 6XUUH\� &KHOPHU DQG 6WRXU� -� (� 0DU�
ULDJH� %8GG¶6 )DUP� +LJKZRRG� &KHOPVIRUG� (VVH[� 0HGZD\� 'HUHN 6DOPRQ� 6SULQJKLOO &RWWDJH� <DUGOH\
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8QLRQ� 2OLYHU 7XUQHU� �� )LW]UR\ 5RDG� 1�:��� 2WKHU 0HPEHUV RI WKH &RPPLWWHH� *HRWvUH\ :� +DUW� ��
/HPVIRUG 5RDG� 6W� $OEDQV� +HUWV� *HRIIUH\ %URZQ� �� %DOPRUDO &UHVFHQW� :HVW 0ROHVH\�
1RQ�&RPPLWWHH 0HPEHU RQ WKH 6WDII RI :LQGODVV�
'LVSDWFK DQG &LUFXODWLRQ 0DQDJHU� 0DUWLQ 6SUDWW� �� 2[EHUU\ $YHQXH� 6�:���

&+$,50$1¶6 127(6
()25( &KULVWPDV EHFRPHV EXW D KD]\
PHPRU\ LQ WKH SDVW , ZRXOG OLNH WR PHQWLRQ

WKH %UDQFK¶V &KULVWPDV 'UDZ� UHFHLSWV IRU ZKLFK
DW FORVH RQ ���� ZHUH WKH KLJKHVW HYHU DFKLHYHG�
DQG RQ EHKDOI RI WKH &RPPLWWHH , ZLVK WR WKDQN DOO
WKRVH ZKR VXSSRUWHG WKH GUDZ VR JHQHURXVO\� 7KH
UHVSRQVH WR WKH DSSHDO RQ EHKDOI RI WKH *�%�,�
ZDV H[WUHPHO\ JRRG DQG DV D UHVXOW D JUHDW PDQ\
SHRSOH UHFHLYHG D ODUJH QXPEHU RI JLIWV� WKH
DSSUHFLDWLRQ IRU ZKLFK LW ZDV D YHU\ JUHDW
SOHDVXUH WR VHH� DQG , GR WKDQN DOO RI \RX ZKR
VHQW SUHVHQWV RI PRQH\� IRRG DQG WR\V�
:LWK &KULVWPDV EHLQJ IROORZHG E\ WKH %RDW

6KRZ� WKH GDUNHVW RI WKH ZLQWHU PRQWKV DOZD\V
VHHP WR SRVVHVV D VSHFLDO IRUHWDVWH RI WKH VXPPHU
DKHDG� &HUWDLQO\ WKLV \HDU¶V 6KRZ ZDV QR H[FHS�
WLRQ� DQG PXVW KDYH JLYHQ D JUHDW GHDO RI SOHDVXUH
DQG HQMR\PHQW WR DOO ZKR ZHQW� 2QH KRSHV WKDW
PDQ\ RI WKRVH ZKR YLVLWHG WKH 6KRZ ZLOO KDYH EHHQ
VXI¿FLHQWO\ LQWHUHVWHG E\ DOO WKH\ VDZ UHODWLQJ WR
WKH FDQDOV RI WKLV FRXQWU\ WR KDYH GHFLGHG WR
H[SORUH WKHP ODWHU LQ WKH \HDU� HLWKHU E\ ERDW RU
RQ IRRW� DQG MXGJLQJ E\ WKH LQWHUHVW VKRZQ DW WKH
,�:�$� VWDQG PRUH ERDWV WKDQ HYHU VKRXOG PDNH
WKHLU ZD\ RQWR WKH FDQDOV� 7KLV� RI FRXUVH� LV DQ
H[FHOOHQW WKLQJ� IRU ZKLOH WKH RI¿FLDO DWWLWXGH
WRZDUGV FRPPHUFLDO FDUU\LQJ UHPDLQV REVWUXFWLYH
DQG P\VWHULRXV� LW LV YLWDO WKDW DV PDQ\ SULYDWH
DQG KLUH ERDWV DV SRVVLEOH QDYLJDWH WKH FDQDOV VR
WKDW WKH SXEOLF LQWHUHVW LV UHWDLQHG DQG LQFUHDVHG
DQG WKH FDQDOV WKHPVHOYHV NHSW RSHQ� IRU XQXVHG
FDQDOV VRRQ EHFRPH WKH DEDQGRQHG RQHV�

/HW ����� WKHUHIRUH� EH WKH \HDU LQ ZKLFK ZH
DOO HQGHDYRXU WR H[SORUH DQG XVH DV PXFK RI WKH
V\VWHP DV ZH FDQ� DQG ZLWK WKH 1DWLRQDO 5DOO\
JRLQJ 1RUWK WR %ODFNEXUQ WKLV DIIRUGV H[FHOOHQW
UHDVRQ IRU XV WR IROORZ� IRU WR WUDYHO QRW RQO\
EURDGHQV WKH PLQG� EXW ZKHUH WKH FDQDOV DUH
FRQFHUQHG LW LPSURYHV WKH QDYLJDWLRQ DQG LV WKH
LGHDO ZD\ WR H[SORUH RXU VXSHUE FRXQWU\VLGH�
)RU WKRVH ZKR DUH XQDEOH WR PDNH VXFK D ORQJ

MRXUQH\ WKHUH LV WKH %UDQFK¶V IRXUWK DQQXDO 5DOO\
ZKLFK LV EHLQJ KHOG DW +DUORZ GXULQJ WKH :KLW�
VXQ KROLGD\� DQG ZLWK WKH UHFHQW WKUHDW WR XVH
WKH 3DGGLQJWRQ $UP DV D KRYHUFUDIW WUDFN� LW LV
DQ LGHDO RSSRUWXQLW\ IRU DOO ZKR DUH DEOH� WR
FRPH WR +DUORZ E\ WKLV URXWH� WKXV JLYLQJ SUDF�
WLFDO SURRI RI WKH LPSRUWDQFH RI WKLV ZDWHUZD\�
0RUH GHWDLOV RI WKH 5DOO\ ZLOO EH DQQRXQFHG ODWHU�
EXW VXÀLFH WR VD\ DW SUHVHQW WKDW DUUDQJHPHQWV
DUH ZHOO LQ KDQG IRU ZKDW SURPLVHV WR EH D YHU\
¿QH RFFDVLRQ� DQG IRU WKRVH ZLWKRXW ERDWV ERWK
URDG DQG UDLO DUH DGMDFHQW WR WKH VLWH VR WKDW
DFFHVV LV H[WUHPHO\ HDV\�
1RZ� LQ WKH FRPIRUW RI \RXU KRPH� LV WKH WLPH

WR JHW RXW WKRVH FKDUWV DQG PDSV DQG SODQ \RXU
VHDVRQµV FUXLVLQJ²DOZD\V D IDVFLQDWLQJ DQG
DEVRUELQJ WDVN� DQG ZLWK ODVW \HDU¶V JORULRXV
ZHDWKHU WR UHPLQG XV KRZ ZRQGHUIXO DQ (QJOLVK
VXPPHU FDQ EH� ZK\ QRW PDNH WKLV WKH \HDU ZKHQ
\RX YLVLW WKDW GLVWDQW WRZQ RU FDQDO ZKLFK KDV
RIWHQ EHFNRQHG� EXW ZKLFK� VR IDU� KDV UHPDLQHG
XQYLVLWHG" 0DNH H[SORUDWLRQ WKH HVVHQFH RI \RXU
VHDVRQ¶V SODQV� DQG PD\ WKH \HDU RI ���� EH D
KLJKO\ VXFFHVVIXO DQG HQMR\DEOH RQH IRU \RX DOO�
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EFORE Christmas becomes but a hazy
memory in the past I would like to mention

the Branch’s Christmas Draw, receipts for which
at close on £300 were the highest ever achieved,
and on behalf of the Committee I wish to thank all
those who supported the draw so generously. The
response to the appeal on behalf of the C.B.I.
was extremely good and as a result a great many
people received a large number of gifts, the
appreciation for which it was a very great
pleasure to see, and I do thank all of you who
sent presents of money, food and toys.

With Christmas being followed by the Boat
Show, the darkest of the winter months always
seem to possess a special foretaste of the summer
ahead. Certainly this year’s Show was no excep-
tion, and must have given a great deal of pleasure
and enjoyment to all who went. One hopes that
many of those who visited the Show will have been
sufficiently interested by all they saw relating to
the canals of this country to have decided to
explore them later in the year, either by boat or
on foot, and judging by the interest shown at the
LW.A. stand more boats than ever should make
their way onto the canals. This, of course, is an
excellent thing, for while the official attitude
towards commercial carrying remains obstructive
and mysterious, it is vital that as many private
and hire boats as possible navigate the canals so
that the public interest is retained and increased
and the canals themselves kept open, for unused
canals soon become the abandoned ones.

CHAIRMAN'S NOTES
Let 1965, therefore, be the year in which we

all endeavour to explore and use as much of the
system as we can, and with the National Rally
going North to Blackburn this affords excellent
reason for us to follow, for to travel not only
broadens the mind, but where the canals are
concerned it improves the navigation and is the
ideal way to explore our superb countryside.

For those who are unable to make such a long
journey there is the Branch's fourth annual Rally
Which is being held at Harlow during the Whit-
sun holiday, and with the recent threat to use
the Paddington Arm as a hovercraft track, it is
an ideal opportunity for all who are able, to
come to Harlow by this route, thus giving prac-
tical proof of the importance of this waterway.
More details of the Rally will be announced later,
but suffice to say at present that arrangements
are well in hand for what promises to be a very
fine occasion. and for those without boats both
road and rail are adjacent to the site so that
access is extremely easy.

Now, in the comfort of your home, is the time
to get out those charts and maps and plan your
season's cruising— always a fascinating and
absorbing task, and with last year’s glorious
weather to remind us how woncerful an English
summer can be, why not make this the year when
you visit that distant town or canal which has
often beckoned, but which, so far, has remained
unvisited? Make exploration the essence of your
season’s plans, and may the year of 1965 be a
highly successful and enjoyable one for you all.
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/RQGRQ %ULGJH� � IRU ����� 0U� &ROOHW ZLOO VSHDN
�� ³ 5LYHU :DWHU &RQWURO�´ 5HIUHVKPHQWV DYDLO�
D H�
0DUFK� $QQXDO 'LQQHU� 6HH GLVSOD\ SDQHO�
$SULO ���N� $QQXDO *HQHUDO 0HHWLQJ RI WKH

$VVRFLDWLRQ� 5R\DO 6RFLHW\ RI $UWV� -RKQ $GDP
6WUHHW� DW � SP�
7KXUVGD\� $SULO ��QG� %UDQFK $QQXDO *HQHUDO

PHHWLQJ DW ���� S�P� 1RWLFH LV KHUHE\ JLYHQ WKDW
WKH (LJKWK $QQXDO *HQHUDO PHHWLQJ RI WKH
/RQGRQ DQG +RPH &RXQWLHV %UDQFK ZLOO EH FRQ�
YHQHG RQ $SULO ��QG� ����� DW /RQGRQ %ULGJH
+RXVH� 0HPEHUV ZLVKLQJ WR QRPLQDWH WKHPVHOYHV
IRU DQ\ YDFDQF\ RQ WKH %UDQFK &RPPLWWHH VKRXOG
VHQG LQ D 1RWLFH WR WKH %UDQFK 6HFUHWDU\� WKLV
QRWLFH KDYLQJ EHHQ GXO\ VHFRQGHG� ,I D 0HPEHU
ZRXOG OLNH WR SXW D PRWLRQ WR WKH &RPPLWWHH KH
VKRXOG VHQG LW LQWR WKH 6HFUHWDU\ LQ ZULWLQJ� ,W
LV KRSHG WKDW µ0U� 5REHUW $LFNPDQ ZLOO JLYH DQ
DGGUHVV WR WKH 0HHWLQJ� $IWHU WKH 0HHWLQJ ¿OPV
ZLOO EH VKRZQ�
0D\� %RDW WULS RQ WKH *UDQG 8QLRQ &DQDO�
-XQH� %UDQFK 5DOO\ DW :KLWVXQ� DW +DUORZ�
$XJXVW� 1DWLRQDO 5DOO\� RQ WKH /HHGV DQG

/LYHUSRRO &DQDO�

:,17(5 1,((7,1*6
&DSWDLQ 0XQNµV WDON DQG VOLGH VKRZ DW /RQGRQ

%ULGJH +RXVH� RQ 1RYHPEHU ��WK� KDG DQ
HQWKXVLDVWLF UHFHSWLRQ IURP D ODUJH DXGLHQFH�
6OLGHV ZHUH VKRZQ RI WKH :HVW &RXQWU\ DQG LQ�
FOXGHG D JOLPSVH RI WKH 6HYHUQ :LOG )RZO 7UXVW�
ZKLFK LV� RI FRXUVH� GLUHFWHG E\ RXU RZQ 9LFH�
3UHVLGHQW� 3HWHU 6FRWW� 6OLGHV ZHUH IROORZHG E\ D
¿OP RI WKH 6WUDWIRUG )HVWLYDO�
7KHUH ZDV D UHFRUG DWWHQGDQFH DW $�(�,�

+RXVH RQ 'HFHPEHU ��WK IRU D ¿OP VKRZ ZKLFK
LQFOXGHG WKH SUHPLHUH RI ͆ 7KH 3UHQGHUJDVW )LOH�´
7KLV SURYHG WR EH WKH KLJK VSRW RI WKH HYHQLQJ
DQG ULFKO\ GHVHUYHG WKH HQWKXVLDVWLF DSSODXVH RI
WKH DXGLHQFH� %RWK FDVW DQG SURGXFWLRQ WHDP
�ZKLFK LQFOXGHG RXU RZQ *HRIIUH\ +DUW� DUH WR
FRQJUDWXODWHG� LW ZDV ZRUWK\ RI WKH JUHDW (DOLQJ
6WXGLRV´ FRPHGLHV�
2WKHU ¿OPV ZHUH DGYHUWLVLQJ VKRUWV RQ NQRWV�

FDUH RI URSHV� DQG 'ROSKLQ FUXLVHUV� WKH 1DWLRQDO
7UXVW ¿OP RQ WKH 6WUDWIRUG FDQDO UHVWRUDWLRQ� DQG
WKH 0LGODQGV¶ WHOHYLVLRQ ¿OP ³7KH &DPSDLJQ IRU
WKH :DWHUZD\V�� 7KLV SURYHG D OLWWOH GLVDSSRLQW�
LQJ� EHLQJ D UHLWHUDWLRQ RI IDFWV ZHOO NQRZQ WR
PHPEHUV� DQG VRXQGLQJ UDWKHU FRQWULYHG DQG RYHU
UHKHDUVHG� 7KLV ZDV PRVW XQH[SHFWHG� DV WKRVH

WDNLQJ SDUW LQFOXGHG 0U� $LFNPDQ� &DSW� 0XQN�
0U� 'DYLG +XWFKLQJV� DQG &RO� 5LWFKLH
$OVR RQ WKH SURJUDPPH ZDV D ¿OP VKRZLQJ OLIH

DERDUG D )UHQFK WDQNHU EDUJH SO\LQJ RQ WKH
6HLQH� ³ /H &DSWDLQH +´� 7KLV ZDV PHPRUDEOH
IRU LWV ORYHO\ FRORXU� WKH UHPDUNDEOH FKDUDFWHU RI
OH &DSLWDLQH� DQG WKH ODUJH DQG OX[XULRXV OLYLQJ
TXDUWHUV ZLWK VHSDUDWH DFFRPPRGDWLRQ IRU FDS�
WDLQ� PDWH� DQG FUHZ� DQG WKHLU IDPLOLHV�

.(11(7 $1' $921 75867 Ⱥ�ɋ�Ɇ�
,W ZDV DQQRXQFHG DW WKH $QQXDO *HQHUDO 0HHW�

LQJ� RQ 'HFHPEHU �WK� WKDW IROORZLQJ D VXUYH\ RI
WKH QDYLJDWLRQ WKH FRVW RI UHVWRULQJ WKH ZDWHUZD\
IURP 5HDGLQJ WR +XQJHUIRUG ZRXOG EH ���������
6LU -RKQ +DZµWRQ ZDV DSSURDFKHG� DQG DJUHHG
WKDW WKH FRVW EH VSOLW ����� EHWZHHQ WKH 7UXVW
DQG %ULWLVK :DWHUZD\V� $Q\ VDYLQJV IURP XVH
RI YROXQWHHU DQG SULVRQ ODERXU WR EH FUHGLWHG WR
WKH 7UXVW� 6LU +XJK 6WRFNXHOO KDG XVH�´ KLV LQ�
ÀXHQFH DQG FRQQHFWLRQV WR HQVXUH WKDW WKH 7UXVW
ZRXOG KDYH $UP\ DVVLVWDQFH� :RUN ࠦ RXOG FRP�
PHQFH LQ WKH VSULQJ RQ 6XOKGPSVWHDG /*�`« 'DYLG
+XWFKLQJV KDYLQJ GHFOLQHG WKH SRVW RI FOHUN RI
ZRUNV� LW ZDV GHFLGHG WR DSSRLQW WKH %ULWLVK
:DWHUZD\V ,QVSHFWRU IURP 1HQEXU\� B?OUB 5RJHUV�
%ULWLVK :DWHUZD\V� DIWHU VRPH GRXEW� ¿QDOO\
DJUHHG WR KLV DSSRLQWPHQW� 7KH DJUHHPHQW LV QRZ
EHLQJ DZDLWHG RI WKH 0LQLVWHU RI 7UDQVSRUW WR
WKH VSHQGLQJ RI ������� RQ WKH UHVWRUDWLRQ�
%XUJK¿HOG /RFN LV LQFOXGHG LQ WKH VFKHPH� $

FRPPLWWHH RQ UXQQLQJ WKH FDQDO ZLOO EH VHW XS�
RQ ZKLFK WKH 7UXVW ZLOO EH UHSUHVHQWHG�
$OWKRXJK WKHUH LV QR JXDUDQWHH WKDW WKH FDQDO

RQFH UHVWRUHG ZLOO EH NHSW RSHQ� WKH HIIHFW RI
SXEOLF RSLQLRQ ZRXOG EH FRQVLGHUDEOH DJDLQVW DQ\
IXWXUH DWWHPSW DW FORVXUH�
,W LV WR EH KRSHG WKDW WKH 0LQLVWHU¶V DJUHHPHQW

WR WKH VFKHPH ZLOO EH VRRQ IRUWKFRPLQJ�

&+5,670$6 '5$:
3UL]H ZLQQHUV� *UDKDP 3DOPHU� )LQFKOH\

�&UXLVH�� 6XVDQ 6ODGH� 7DGZRUWK� 0� @� +DUULV�
)DUQKDP� '� /« /RUG� +DUH¿HOG� 0UV� 3DGJKDP�
5HLJDWH� 0U� +DVWLQJV� 7ZLFNHQKDP� :� $FNODQG�
:���� @� 6DFNYLOOH�:HVW� :�@� @� $UPVWURQJ� 6W�
$OEDQV� -� 0F*HRZQ� 3XWQH\� 7KUHHVWRNHVO (���
$� :� -HUHP\� :HVW :LFNKDP� $� +� %UDGIRUG�
*UDYHVHQG� &� (� 1LFKROOV� 6RXWKDOO� +� ³
� 5LJJ�
&KHUWVH\� $� +DOO� *RGDOPLQJ� 0UV� *UHJJ� 3DUU�
0LVV %HUU\� +D\HV� 0UV� 5RJHUV� %DWK� &RQJUD�
WXODWLRQV� ZH KRSH \RX HQMR\HG \RXU ZLQQLQJV�
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+RPH &RXQWLHV HU
0DUFK ��WK DW WKH 5L
KDP 3DODFH 5RDG� �
7LFNHWV� SULFH 666´ D
&� 6WUHHW� �� 0RUHWR
:LOO PHPEHUV SOHDV

EHHQ D FKDQJH RI ERWK
IURP WKRVH DQQRXQFHU
³:LQGODVV´� :H UHJ
WKLV PD\ KDYH FDXVHG
FXPVWDQFHV EH\RQG ��
LQ DQ\ ZD\ WKH IDXOW
PLWWHH� PRUH WKDQ WK
VD\�

6SHDNHUV LQFOXGH �
ZHOO� *�&�%�� .�%�(��
GH )UHLWDV� .�&�0�*
0XQN DQG 0DFGRQDO
FHUHO\ KRSH \RX ZLOO
WKLV WKH EHVW $QQXDO @
SULFH RI WLFNHWV LV
EHIRUH� WKHUH LV QR O
IRU QRQ�PHPEHUV�

1(:6 O
$17$ &/$86 YLVLW
WKLV \HDU� 3ROLFH K�

VLRQV IURP WKH WRZQ� VR
KLV WULS RQ QDUURZ ERDW
SRVW LQ D ORFDO VWRUH� 5H
FRQJHVWLRQ�
5HFHQW LPSURYHPHQWV W

QHZ XSSHU JDWHV� DQG D O
&R[¶V /RFN�
7KH DZDUG RI WKH 0�`

DQQRXQFHG LQ WKH 1HZ
EH JUHHWHG ZLWK HQWKXVLD
ZDUPHVW FRQJUDWXODWLRQV
ZRUNHG IRU WKH 6WUDWIR
WHQDFLW\ WKDW FDQ RQO\ O
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:H KDYHQ¶W KDG WKLV I�

KDG KRSHG WR KDYH VHHQ �
7KH ODWH DUULYDO RI WO
QHLWKHU WKH IDXOW RI WKH
0DQDJHU� EXW ZDV GXH WR
EH\RQG RXU FRQWURO� :H
KRSH GHYRXWO\ LW ZLOO QF
\RX QRW WR ZDVWH WLW
OHWWHUV� ZH DUH WKH ¿UVW

COMING EVENTS . . RECENT ACTIVITES
February 18th, at London Bridge House,

London Bridge, 7 for 7.30, Mr. Collet will speak
on “River Water Control.” Refreshments avail-
able.

March, Annual Dinner. See display panel.
April 10th, Annual General Meeting of the

Association, Royal Society of Arts, John Adam
Street, at 3 p.m.

Thursday, April 22nd, Branch Annual General
meeting at 7.30 p.m. Notice is hereby given that
the Eighth Annual General meeting of the
London and Home Counties Branch will be con-
vened on April 22nd, 1965, at London Bridge
House. Members wishing to nominate themselves
for any vacancy on the Branch Committee should
send in a Notice to the Branch Secretary, this
notice having been duly seconded. If a Member
would like to put a motion to the Committee he
should send it into the Secretary in writing. It
is hoped that Mr. Robert Aickman will give an
address to the Meeting. After the Meeting films
will be shown.

May, Boat trip on the Grand Union Canal.
June, Branch Rally at Whitsun, at Harlow.
August, National Rally, on the Leeds and

Liverpool Canal.

WINTER MEETINGS
Captain Munk's talk and slide show at London

Bridge House, on November 12th, had an
enthusiastic reception from a large audience.
Slides were shown of the West Country and in-
cluded a glimpse of the Severn Wild Fowl Trust,
which is, of course, directed by our own Vice-
President, Peter Scott. Slides were followed by a
film of the Stratford Festival.

There was a record attendance at A.EL
House on December 10th for a film show which
included the premiere of “ The Prendergast File.”
This proved to be the high spot of the evening
and richly deserved the enthusiastic applause of
the audience. Both cast and production team
(which included our own Geoffrey Hart) are to
congratulated, it was worthy of the great Ealing
Studios’ comedies.

Other films were advertising shorts on knots,
care of ropes, and Dolphin cruisers; the National
Trust film on the Stratford canal restoration, and
the Midlands” television film “ The Campaign for
the Waterways.” This proved a little disappoint-
ing, being a reiteration of facts well known to
members, and sounding rather contrived and over
rehearsed. This was most unexpected, as those

taking part included Mr. Aickman, Capt. Munk,
Mr. David Hutchings, and Col. Ritchie.

Also on the programme was a film showing life
aboard a French tanker barge plying on the
Seine, “Le Captaine H”. This was memorable
for its lovely colour, the remarkable character of
le Capitaine, and the large and luxurious living
quarters with separate accommodation for cap-
tain, mate, and crew, and their families.

KENNET AND AVON TRUST A.G.M.
It was announced at the Annual General Meet-

ing, on December 4th, that following a survey of
the navigation the cost of restoring the waterway
from Reading to Hungerford would be £100.000.
Sir John Hawton was approached, and agreed
that the cost be split 50-50 between the Trust
and British Waterways. Any savings from use
of volunteer and prison labour to be credited to
the Trust. Sir Hugh Stockwell had used his in-
fluence and connections to ensure that the Trust
would have Army assistance. Work would com-
mence in the spring on Sulhampstead Lock. David
Hutchings having declined the post of clerk of
works, it was decided to appoint the British
Waterways Inspector from Newbury, Mr. Rogers.
British Waterways, after some doubt. finally
agreed to his appointment. The agreement is now
being awaited of the Minister of Transport to
the spending of £50,000 on the restoration.

Burghfield Lock is included in the scheme. A
committee on running the canal will be set up,
on which the Trust will be represented.

Although there is no guarantee that the canal
once restored will be kept open. the effect of
public opinion would be considerable against any
future attempt at closure.

It is to be hoped that the Minister's agreement
to the scheme will be soon forthcoming.

CHRISTMAS DRAW
Prize winners: Graham Palmer, Finchley

(Cruise); Susan Slade, Tadworth; M. J. Harris,
Farnham; D. L. Lord, Harefield; Mrs. Padgham,
Reigate; Mr. Hastings, Twickenham; W. Ackland,
W.10; J. Sackville-West, W.1; J. Armstrong, St.
Albans; J. McGeown, Putney; Threestokes, E.9:
A. W. Jeremy, West Wickham; A. H. Bradford,
Gravesend; C. E. Nicholls, Southall; H. W. Rigg,
Chertsey; A. Hall. Godalming; Mrs. Gregg. Parr:
Miss Berry, Hayes; Mrs. Kogers, Bath. Congra-
tulations, we hope you enjoyed your winnings.
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7KH $QQXDO 'LQQHU RI WKH /RQGRQ XQG

+RPH &RXQWLHV %UDQFK ZLOO EH KHOG RQ
0DUFK ��WK DW WKH 5XEHQV +RWHO� %XFNLQJ�
KDP 3DODFH 5RDG� 6�:�O� � O¶RU � S�P�
7LFNHWV� SULFH ��V�� DYDLODEOH IURP 0U� -�
&� 6WUHHW� �� 0RUHWRQ 6WUHHW� 6�:�O�
:LOO PHPEHUV SOHDVH QRWH WKDW WKHUH KDV

EHHQ D FKDQJH RI ERWK GD\� GDWH� DQG YHQXH�
IURP WKRVH DQQRXQFHG LQ WKH ODVW LVVXH RI
³:LQGODVV´� :H UHJUHW WKH LQFRQYHQLHQFH
WKLV PD\ KDYH FDXVHG� EXW LW LV GXH WR FLU�
FXPVWDQFHV EH\RQG RXU FRQWURO DQG LV QRW
LQ DQ\ ZD\ WKH IDXOW RI WKH %UDQFK &RP�
PLWWHH� PRUH WKDQ WKLV LW LV QRW SROLWLF WR
VD\�

6SHDNHUV LQFOXGH *HQ� 6LU +XJK 6WRFN�
ZHOO� *�&�%�Ã .�%�(�� '�6���� 6LU *HR¿UH\
GH )UHLWDV� .�&�0�*�� 0�3�� &DSW� /� 5�
0XQN DQG 0DFGRQDOG +DVWLQJV� :H VLQ�
FHUHO\ KRSH \RX ZLOO DOO FRPH DQG PDNH
WKLV WKH EHVW $QQXDO 'LQQHU HYHU� $OWKRXJK
SULFH RI WLFNHWV LV D OLWWOH KLJKHU WKDQ
EHIRUH� WKHUH LV QR ORQJHU D KLJKHU SULFH
IRU QRQ�PHPEHUV�

1(:6 )/$6+(6
6$17$ &/$86 YLVLWHG *XLOGIRUG E\ :DWHU

B WKLV \HDU� 3ROLFH KDG EDQQHG VWUHHW SURFHV�
VLRQV IURP WKH WRZQ� VR )DWKHU &KULVWPDV PDGH
KLV WULS RQ QDUURZ ERDW $UFWXUXV� WR WDNH XS KLV
SRVW LQ D ORFDO VWRUH� 5HDVRQ IRU WKH EDQ" 7UDI¿F
FRQJHVWLRQ�
5HFHQW LPSURYHPHQWV RQ WKH 5LYHU :H\ LQFOXGH

QHZ XSSHU JDWHV� DQG D ODGGHU RQ WKH ORFN VLGH DW
&R[¶V /RFN�
7KH DZDUG RI WKH 0«%�(� WR 'DYLG +XWFKLQJV�

DQQRXQFHG LQ WKH 1HZ <HDU¶V +RQRXUV OLVW� ZLOO
EH JUHHWHG ZLWK HQWKXVLDVP E\ DOO PHPEHUV� 2XU
ZDUPHVW FRQJUDWXODWLRQV JR RXW WR RQH ZKR KDV
ZRUNHG IRU WKH 6WUDWIRUG &DQDO ZLWK GHYRWHG
WHQDFLW\ WKDW FDQ RQO\ EH GHVFULEHG DV IDQWDVWLF�

7+( (',725 5(*5(76 � � �
:H KDYHQ¶W KDG WKLV IHDWXUH IRU VRPH WLPH� DQG

KDG KRSHG WR KDYH VHHQ WKH ODVW RI LW� +RZHYHU� � �
7KH ODWH DUULYDO RI WKH 'HFHPEHU LVVXH ZDV
QHLWKHU WKH IDXOW RI WKH (GLWRU QRU WKH 'LVSDWFK
0DQDJHU� EXW ZDV GXH WR HYHQWV DQG FLUFXPVWDQFHV
EH\RQG RXU FRQWURO� :H DUH YHU\ VRUU\ DERXW LW�
KRSH GHYRXWO\ LW ZLOO QRW KDSSHQ DJDLQ� DQG EHJ
\RX QRW WR ZDVWH WLPH ZULWLQJ FRPSODLQLQJ
OHWWHUV� ZH DUH WKH ¿UVW WR NQRZ ZKHQ ZH FODQJ�

:H FODQJHG� WRR� RYHU DQ LOOXVWUDWLRQ LQ RXU
2FWREHU LVVXH� 7KH EORFN VKRZLQJ WKH :H\ DQG
$UXQ &DQDO ZDV IURP D SKRWR E\ 0U� 5� 'DYLHV�
DQG SUHYLRXVO\ DSSHDUHG LQ D PDJD]LQH RI WKH
<RXWK +RVWHO $VVRFLDWLRQ :H DSRORJLVH WR 0U�
'DYLHV DQG WKH <�+�$� IRU IDLOLQJ WR DFNQRZOHGJH
WKHLU FRS\ULJKW�

/(77(56
'HDU 6LU�²7KDQN \RX IRU WKH SXEOLFLW\ \RX

JDYH WR RXU ³ &KULVWPDV 7RXU RI WKH &DQDOV �� ɿɩ
WKH :LQGODVV� 3OHDVH PD\ O DVN \RX WR FRQYH\
P\ WKDQNV WR DOO \RXU UHDGHUV ZKR VXEVFULEHG
PRQH\� JURFHULHV� FORWKHV� WR\V LQ VXFK ULFK
YDULHW\" %HKLQG P\ WKDQNV DUH WKH WKDQNV RI
PDQ\ OLWWOH FDQDO NLGGLHV DQG RI RYHU ��� FDQDO
ROG IRON�
$ ZRUG RI JUDWLWXGH DOVR SOHDVH WR \RXU

PHPEHUV ZKR DFFRPSDQLHG PH RQ WKH WRXU�
:LWK ZDUP JRRG ZLVKHV²<RXUV VLQFHUHO\�

)� @� &+$30$1�

&UXLVH WKH ([FLWLQJ
*UDQG 8QLRQ &DQDO

RQ RQH RI RXU OX[XU\ +LUH &UDIW

6SDFLRXV QDUURZ²ERDW FRQ�
YHUVLRQV� ��� EHUWK�
0RGHUQ &UXLVHUV�

'D\ DQG HYHQLQJ WULSV IRU
XS WR �� SDVVHQJHUV�
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ANNUAL DINNER, 1965
The Annual Dinner of the London and

Home Counties Branch will be held on
March 26th at the Rubens Hotel, Bucking-
ham Paiace Road, S.W.I, 7 for 8 p.m.
Tickets, price 35s., available from Mr. J.
C. Street, 52 Moreton Street, S.W.1.

Will members please note that there has
been a change of both day, date, and venue,
from those announced in the last issue of
“ Windlass”. We regret the inconvenience
this may have caused, but it is due to cir-
cumstances beyond our control and is not
in any way the fault of the Branch Com-
mittee; more than this it is not politic to
say.

Speakers include Gen. Sir Hugh Stock-
well, G.C.B., K.B.E., D.S.O., Sir Geoffrey
de Freitas, K.C.M.G., M.P., Capt. Г. К.
Munk and Macdonald Hastings. We sin-
cerely hope you will all come and make
this the best Annual Dinner ever. Although
price of tickets is a little higher than
before, there is no longer a higher price
for non-members.

NEWS FLASHES
SANTA CLAUS visited Guildford by water

this year. Police had banned street proces-
sions from the town, so Father Christmas made
his trip on narrow boat Arcturus, to take up his
post in a local store. Reason for the ban? Traffic
congestion!

Recent improvements on the River Wey include
new upper gates, and a ladder on the lock side at
Cox's Lock.

The award of the M.B.E. to David Hutchings,
announced in the New Year's Honours list, will
be greeted with enthusiasm by all members. Our
warmest congratulations go out to one who has
worked for the Stratford Canal with devoted
tenacity that can only be described as fantastic.

THE EDITOR REGRETS ...
We haven't had this feature for some time, and

had hoped to have seen the last of it. However...
The late arrival of the December issue was
neither the fault of the Editor nor the Dispatch
Manager, but was due to events and circumstances
beyond our control. We are very sorry about it,
hope devoutly it will not happen again, and beg
you not to waste time writing complaining
letters; we are the first to know when we clang.

We clanged, too, over an illustration in our
October issue. The block showing the Wey and
Arun Canal was from a photo by Mr. R. Davies,
and previously appeared in a magazine of the
Youth Hostel Association. We apologise to Mr.
Davies and the Y.H.A. for failing to acknowledge
their copyright.

LETTERS
Dear SirThank you for the publicity you

gave to our “ Christmas Tour of the Canals”, in
the Windlass. Please may 1 ask you to convey
my thanks to all your readers who subscribed
money, groceries, clothes, toys in such rich
variety? Behind my thanks are the thanks of
many little canal kiddies and of over 100 canal
old folk.

A word of gratitude also please to your
members who accompanied me on the tour.
With warm good wishes.—Yours sincerely.

F. J. CHAPMAN.

Cruise the Exciting
Grand Union Canal

on one of our luxury Hire Craft

* Spacious narrow-boat con-
versions, 4-8 berth.

* Modern Cruisers.

x Day and evening trips for
up to 40 passengers.

The WYVERN SHIPPING Co. Ltd.
Leighton Buzzard

Telephone : 2355
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12 GRXEW PDQ\ UHDGHUV RI :LQGODVV NQRZ $UF²
WXUXU DQG KHU VNLSSHU DQG RZQHU� %U\DQ 1LFROO�

:KDW WKH\ SUREDEO\ GR QRW NQRZ LV WKDW HYHU\
\HDU WKH HQJLQH KDV DQ RI¿FLDO LQVSHFWLRQ� DQG
HYHU\ WZR \HDUV WKH ERDW LV VOLSSHG� WKH KXOO LQ�
VSHFWHG E\ D TXDOL¿HG 0LQLVWU\ VXUYH\RU� DQG LI
QHFHVVDU\� UHSDLUV FDUULHG RXW� 7KLV LV RQH RI WKH
PDQ\ RYHUKHDG H[SHQVHV LQFXUUHG E\ SOHDVXUH
FUDIW RSHUDWRUV� EXW LV IRU HYHU\RQH¶V VDIHW\� DQG
VKRXOG EH H[WHQGHG WR DOO FUDIW LQ WKH ZULWHU¶V
RSLQLRQ� DV LQ KLV �� \HDUV RI H[SHULHQFH LQ VPDOO
FUDIW� WKHUH DUH IHZ ERDWV ZKLFK ZRXOG QRW EHQH¿W
E\ WKLV� WKH RZQHUV XVXDOO\ FRQVLGHULQJ WKHP SHU�
IHHW�

$V $UFWXUXV LV GXH IRU VOLSSLQJ DW %UDXQVWRQ
WKLV \HDU� %U\DQ LQYLWHG PH WR FUHZ IRU KLP RQ
WKH 1HZ +DZ WR %FUNKDPVWHG WULS� ZKLFK ZDV
GXH WR WDNH SODFH RQ� WKH ¿UVW ZHHN�HQG LQ 'HFHP�
EHU� EXW KDG WR EH SXW RII IRU D ZHHN RZLQJ WR
WKH ZRUN RQ &R[HV /RFN� $ WULS WKLV WLPH RI
\HDU LV DOZD\V VRPHZKDW RI D FKDOOHQJH� DQG
VHOGRP JRHV ZLWKRXW D KLWFK� VR DV RXU R:Q ERDW
+DO�F\DQ LV KLJK DQG GU\ IRU KHU DQQXDO RYHUKDXO
DQG SDLQWLQJ �LQFOXGLQJ D YHU\ WKRURXJK XQGHU�
ZDWHU LQVSHFWLRQ , PLJKW DGG O�� , DFFHSWHG WKH
RIIHU� DQG MRLQHG WKH ERDW DW 1HZ +DZ RQ WKH
DIWHUQRRQ RI )ULGD\� OOWK 'HFHPEHU�
0DQ\ VDLORUV� HVSHFLDOO\ ¿VKHUPHQ� VWLOO KDWH WR

VDLO RQ D )ULGD\� DQG \HDUV DJR IHZ LQGHHG ZRXOG�
EXW� KDYLQJ QR IDLWK LQ VXSHUVWLWLRQ� , KDG QR
TXDOPV� 7KH ROG VDOWV RI ORQJ DJR PXVW KDYH KDG
D FKXFNOH WKLV WLPH WKRXJK� EHFDXVH , KDVWHQ WR
VD\ ZH GLG DUULYH DW RXU GHVWLQDWLRQ� EXW D GD\
ODWH� )RU D VWDUW� RXU GHSDUWXUH ZDV GHOD\HG E\
¿QGLQJ $UFWXUXV KDYLQJ D UHVW RQ WKH PXG� VKH
RIWHQ GRHV WKLV� DQG RQH FRPHV WR DFFHSW LW� EXW
&DSW� +DUULV� ZKR� LQ VSLWH RI KLV ¿HUFH DQG SLUD�
WLFDO DSSHDUDQFH� LV UHDOO\ TXLWH DV IULHQGO\ DV WKH
UHVW RI WKH :H\ 1DYLJDWLRQ VWDII� VRRQ SHUVXDGHG
KHU RII E\ UDLVLQJ WKH ULYHU D IHZ LQFKHV
6RRQ 1HZ +DZ UHVRXQGHG WR WKH WKXPS RI RXU

GLHVHO� DQG ZLWK 0U� )� +XJKHV� ZKR ZDV WR EH
ZLWK XV WR :H\EULGJH 7RZQ /RFN� ZH VHW RII RQ
ZKDW WXUQHG RXW WR EH D IDU IURP XQHYHQWIXO
MRXUQH\� 7KH VHFRQG VOLJKW GHOD\ ZDV DW &R[HV
/RFN� DV WKH\ ZHUH VWLOO WLG\LQJ XS WKHUH� DQG WZR
ZRUN ERDWV ZHUH LQ WKH ORFN ORDGLQJ PDWHULDOV
DQG WLPEHU XVHG RQ WKH UHFRQVWUXFWLRQ� 7KH QHZ
WRS JDWHV WKH\ KDYH ¿WWHG VKRXOG ODVW RXW HYHQ WKH
\RXQJHVW RI \RX UHDGLQJ WKLV� D VREHULQJ WKRXJKW�
:H\EULGJH 7RZQ /RFN VRRQ ZDV EHKLQG XV� DQG
0U� +XJKHV OHIW XV IRU *RGDOPLQJ DXGL KLV ZDUP
¿UHVLGH QR GRXEW�

$V ZH HQWHUHG 7KDPHV /RFN� LW ZDV UDSLGO\
JHWWLQJ GDUN DQG IRJJ\� DQG QR GRXEW 0U� (G�
ZDUGV WKH ORFN NHHSHU WKRXJKW ZH FRXOG KDYH

SLFNHG D EHWWHU WLPH WR EH HQWHULQJ WKH 7KDPHV�
EXW ZH KDG D WLGH WR FDWFK DW %UHQWIRUG HDUO\ QH[W
PRUQLQJ� RU VR ZH WKRXJKW� DQG KDG WR FRYHU DV
PXFK JURXQG DV SRVVLEOH� 6KHSSHUWRQ :LHU ORRNHG
¿HUFH LQ WKH GDUN� EXW LW ZDV PDLQO\ IURWK� DQG
ZH WXUQHG GRZQVWUHDP WR 6XQEXU\� NHHSLQJ D YHU\
JRRG ORRNRXW RQ DOO VLGHV�
-XVW XSVWUHDP IURP :DOWRQ %ULGJH� WKH IRJ

ZDV HYHQ PRUH DQQR\LQJ WKDQ EHIRUH� DQG DV LW
ZDV TXLWH GDUN QRZ� YLVLELOLW\ ZDV GRZQ WR DERXW
D ERDW¶V OHQJWK� :KHQ WKH VHDUFKOLJKW GLG JHW RQ
RQH RI WKH EULFN SLHUV RI WKH EULGJH� LW ZDV DOPRVW
GHDG DKHDG� DQG WKH VNLSSHU KDG WR WDNH HYDVLYH
DFWLRQ LQ D KXUU\� 0DNLQJ P\ ZD\ IRUZDUG LQ
FDVH DQ\ IHQGLQJ RII ZDV QHHGHG �LQ IDFW� LW ZDV
QRW�� WKH ERDW DQG FUHZ SDUWHG FRPSDQ\� 7KH
ZULWHU LV D ¿UP EHOLHYHU LQ WKH � KDQG IRU WKHU
VKLS DQG KDQG IRU KLPVHOI� PRQR� EXW ZDV
ZHDULQJ SODVWLF JORYHV� JRRG IRU KDQGOLQJ ³HW URSHV
LQ LF\ ZHDWKHU� EXW EDG IRU JHWWLQJ D JULS RI DQ\²
WKLQJ�
1RWLQJ WKH ERDW GLVDSSHDU�LQ% LQ WKH IRJ� LW

VWUXFN PH KRZ ORQHO\ LW FDQ EH LQ WKH PLGGOH RI
WKF 7KDPHV RQ D IRJJ\ QLJKW� +��䠀�� VKH VRRQ
VWRSSHG DOO ZD\� DQG O VXDP HOR GH ORRNLQJ
IRU D KDQG KROG� QRW DQ HDV\ >KL 2Q PDQ\
ERDWV RQH FDQ FOLPE XS WKH UXGGHU ³H FDQ GR
WKLV RQ RXU RZQ FUDIW²EXW QDUURZ ERDV XVXDOO\
KDYH DQ RYHUKDQJLQJ FRXQWHU VWHUQ ,QR GࠋXEW
FDOOHG VRPHWKLQJ HOVH LQ QDUURZ ERDW ODQJXDJH�
EXW RXU IDPLO\ OHDUQHG RXU WHUPV LQ VDLOLQJ ERDWV
DQG ¿QG LW GLIILFXOW WR FDOO WKH VKDUS HQG DQ\WKLQJ
EXW D ERZ�� 7KH VNLSSHU JDYH PH D KDQG XS�
DQG ZKHQ , KDG JRW D JULS RQ WKH JXQZDOH� ZH
¿GGOHG D URSH EHWZHHQ P\ OHJV� DQG RYHU P\
EDFN� DQG WKH KHDYLQJ EHJDQ� ,W ODVWHG TXLWH D
WLPH� RQO\ JDLQLQJ DQ LQFK RU VR DW HDFK KHDYH�
DV O QRZ ZHLJKHG WZR RU WKUHH WLPHV P\ XVXDO
ZHLJKW GXH WR WKH WUDSSHG ZDWHU LQ WKH KHDY\
ERRWV DQG FORWKHV , ZDV ZHDULQJ� HYHQ WKH KRRG
RI P\ GXL¿H FRDW DQG LWV SRFNHWV KHOG WKHLU
TXRWD �
7KLV H[SHULHQFH KDV RQFH DJDLQ LPSUHVVHG PH

ZLWK WKH QXPEHU RI SHRSOH ZKR GURZQ HDFK \HDU
WKURXJK QRW ZHDULQJ OLIH MDFNHWV RI VRPH W\SH RU
DQRWKHU� DQG LQWHQG WR DOZD\V ZHDU RQH P\VHOI
XQGHU WKHVH FRQGLWLRQV QH[W WLPH� 7KLV LQ VSLWH
RI WKH IDFW WKDW , DP UHFNRQHG WR EH D VWURQJ
VZLPPHU� DQG KDYH LQ P\ WLPH VZDP DFURVV WKH
7KDPHV LQ IXOO EDWWOH RUGHU� LQFOXGLQJ VWHHO KHOPHW
DQG $UP\ ERRWV� , DP VXUH WKDW D QRUPDO
VZLPPHU ZRXOG QRW KDYH VXUYLYHG XQGHU WKH FRQ�
GLWLRQV , KDG WR IDFH RQ WKLV RFFDVLRQ� DV RQFH
P\ FORWKHV ZHUH VRDNHG� , IRXQG WKDW QRUPDO
WUHDGLQJ ZDWHU ZDV QRW HQRXJK WR NHHS P\ KHDG
DERYH� DQG KDG WR VZLP XSZDUGV WR UHDFK WKH�
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ZDWHU VXUIDFH HDFK WLPH
FDUU\ SOHQW\ RI OLIH MDFN
JHWWLQJ HYHU\RQH WR ZHV
WKH VDPH WKLQJ VHHPV O
EHOWV �SHUKDSV \RX KDYH
'XULQJ WKLV KHFWLF LQ

TXLWH ZHOO EHKDYHG UH
XQGHU WKH EULGJH� ZDLW
RXW� VR %U\DQ OHIW PH
FORWKHV ZKLOH KH WRRN X
ZH WLHG XS IRU WKH QLJKW
7HGGLQJWRQ WKDW HYHQLQJ
6DWXUGD\ GLG QRW KR

ORFNHG RXUVHOYHV WKURX
DQG KHDGHG IRU 0ROHVH
MXVW EHIRUH 6 DP�� DP
WKH WLGH ZHUH VOLSSLQJ ȋ
GHEDWHG VRPH LQIRUPDWL
ZD\V OHDÀHWV %U\DQ KDF
WZR KRXUV EHIRUH DQG WL
DV VXLWDEOH IRU HQWU\ WU
VKRXOG KDYH EHHQ WZR L
LW ZRXOG VHHP WKDW , ࠦ
DUULYHG DW 7HGGLQJWRQ ࠦ
DUULYH DW³ %UHQWIRUG WRR
DQG FRXOG WLH DORQJVLGH
:KLOH WKH VNLSSHU

¶SKRQHG RQH RU WZR PW
WKH FDELQ ¿UH� PRSSHG
KLV ZHW JDUPHQWV ZHU
SODFHV� +H WKHQ QRWHG
GULYLQJ UDLQ� IHOW VRUU\ I
DQG VSHQW WKH DIWHUQRRQ
WKH VNLSSHU IROORZHG 6O
:KHQ P\ ZDWFK VKRW

DQG LW ZDV VWLOO JRLQJ LW
YLRXV HYHQLQJ� ZH KDG
JDOOH\ ¿UH� VWDUWHG WKH
ZD\ GRZQVWUHDP WR 5LF
DV LW VHHPHG WR KDYH u
RQ WKH 7KDPHV WKLV WLP
LI QRW WKH ZLQG� 7KH�
FORXGV À\LQJ SDVW LW�
SODVWLF FXUWDLQV FDPH XU
ULEOH QRLVH ZKLFK GUR³
VKRXWHG FRQYHUVDWLRQ X
WKDW FDXVHG ÀRRGV LQ
VHYHUDO SHRSOH ZHUH �
SRXQGV RI GDPDJH GU
(YHQ WKH VRXWK RI .H
EHLQJ GHSULYHG RI PX
ZLQG ZDV KROGLQJ EDFN
WKH 7KDPHV�
2Q HQWHULQJ WKH 5LF

ZH FRXOG KDQJ RQ LQ WK
REYLRXV WKH WLGH ZDV DW
EHHQ� 7KH VWDII ZHUH
ZDLWHG XQWLO D 3�/$� S
ERWK ORFNHG WKURXJK Q

THE PLEASURES OF WINTER CRUISING
By EDGAR PALLANT

No doubt many readers of Windlass know Arc-
turus and her skipper and owner, Bryan Nicoll.

What they probably do not know is that every
year the engine has an official inspection, and
every two years the boat is slipped. the hull in-
spected by a qualified Ministry surveyor, and if
necessary, repairs carried out. This is one of the
many overhead expenses incurred by pleasure
craft operators, but is for everyone's safety, and
should be extended to all craft in the writer's
opinion, as in his 30 years of experience in small
craft, there are few boats which would not benefit
by this, the owners usually considering them per-
fect.

As Arcturus is due fer slipping at Braunston
this year, Bryan invited me to crew for him on
the New Haw to Berkhamsted trip, which was
due to take place on, the first week-end in Decem-
ber, but had to be put off for a week owing to
the work on Coxes Lock. A trip this time of
year is always somewhat of a challenge, and
seldom goes without a hitch, so as our own boat
Halkyon is high and dry for her annual overhaul
and painting (including a very thorough under-
water inspection I might add!), I accepted the
offer, and joined the boat at New Haw on the
afternoon of Friday, 11th December.

Many sailors, especially fishermen,still hate to
sail on a Friday, and years ago few indeed would,
but, having no faith in superstition, I had no
qualms. The old salts of long ago must have had
a chuckle this time though, because I hasten to
say we did arrive at our destination, but a day
late. For a start, our departure was delayed by
finding Arcturus having a rest on the mud; she
often does this, and one comes to accept it, but
Capt. Harris, who. in spite of his fierce and pira-
tical appearance, is really quite as friendly as the
rest of the Wey Navigation staff, soon persuaded
her off by raising the river a few inches.

Soon New Haw resounded to the thump of our
diesel, and with Mr. F. Hughes, who was to be
with us to Weybridge Town Lock, we set off on
what turned out to be a far from uneventful
journey. The second slight delay was at Coxes
Lock, as they were still tidying up there, and two
work boats were in the lock loading materials
and timber used on the reconstruction. The new
top gates they have fitted should last cut even the
youngest of you reading this, a sobering thought.
Weybridge Town Lock soon was behind us, and
Mr. Hughes left us for Godalming and his warm
fireside no doubt.

As we entered Thames Lock, it was rapidly
getting dark and foggy, and no doubt Mr. Ed-
wards the lock keeper thought we could have

picked a better time to be entering the Thames.
but we had a tide to catch at Brentford early next
morning, or so we thought, and had to cover as
much ground as possible. Shepperton Wier looked
fierce in the dark, but it was mainly froth, and
we turned downstream to Sunbury, keeping a very
good lookout on all sides.

Just upstream from Walton Bridge, the fog
was even more annoving than before, and as it
was quite dark now, visibility was down to about
a boat's length. When the searchlight did get on
one ofthe brick piers of the bridge, it was almost
dead ahead, and the skipper had to take evasive
action in a hurry. Making my way forward in
case any fending off was needed (in fact. it was
not), the boat and crew parted company. The
writer is a firm believer in the “hand for the
ship and hand for himself” motto. but was
wearing plastic gloves. good for handling wet ropes
in icy weather, but bad for getting a grip of any-
thing.

Noting the boat disappearing in the fog, it
struck me how lonely it can be in the middle of
the Thames on a foggy night. However, she soon
stopped all way. and I swam alongside looking
for a hand hold, not an easy thin On many
boats one can climb up the rudder—we can do
this on our own craft—but narrow boats usually
have an overhanging counter stern (no doubt
called something else in narrow boat language,
but our family léarned our terms in sailing boats
and find it difficult to call the sharp end anything
but a bow). The skipper gave me a hand up,
and when I had got a grip on the gunwale, we
fiddled a rope between my legs, and over my
back, and the heaving began. It lasted quite a
time, only gaining an inch or so at each heave,
as I now weighed two or three times my usual
weight due to the trapped water in the heavy
boots and clothes I was wearing; even the hood
of my duffle coat and its pockets held their
quota !

This experience has once again impressed me
with the number of people who drown each year
through not wearing life jackets of some type or
another, and intend to always wear one myself
under these conditions next time. This in spite
of the fact that I am reckoned to be a strong
swimmer, and have in my time swam across the
Thames in full battle order, including steel helmet
and Army boots. I am sure that a normal
swimmer would not have survived under the con-
ditions I had to face on this occasion, as once
my clothes were soaked, I found that normal
treading water was not enough to keep my head
above, and had to swim upwards to reach the
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ZDWHU VXUIDFH HDFK WLPH, VXEPHUJHG� :H DOZD\V
FDUU\ SOHQW\ RI OLIH MDFNHWV RQ RXU RZQ ERDW� EXW
JHWWLQJ HYHU\RQH WR ZHDU WKHP LV DQRWKHU PDWWHU�
WKH VDPH WKLQJ VHHPV WR KDSSHQ ZLWK FDU VDIHW\
EHOWV �SHUKDSV \RX KDYH QRWLFHG WKLV��
'XULQJ WKLV KHFWLF LQWHUOXGH� $UFWXUXV� ZKR LV

TXLWH ZHOO EHKDYHG UHDOO\� VWD\HG KRYH�WR MXVW�
XQGHU WKH EULGJH� ZDLWLQJ IRU XV WR JHW VRUWHG
RXW� VR %U\DQ OHIW PH WR VRUW RXW P\ FKDQJH RI
FORWKHV ZKLOH KH WRRN XV GRZQ WR 6XQEXU\� ZKHUH
ZH WLHG XS IRU WKH QLJKW� :H KDG KRSHG WR PDNH
7HGGLQJWRQ WKDW HYHQLQJ� EXW LW ZDV QRW WR EH�
6DWXUGD\ GLG QRW KROG PXFK SURPLVH� EXW ZH

ORFNHG RXUVHOYHV WKURXJK 6XQEXU\ EHIRUH GDZQ
DQG KHDGHG IRU 0ROHVH\� 7KLV ORFN ZDV UHDFKHG
MXVW EHIRUH � DP�� DQG RXU FKDQFHV RI FDWFKLQJ
WKH WLGH ZHUH VOLSSLQJ DZD\� $ERXW WKLV WLPH ZH
GHEDWHG VRPH LQIRUPDWLRQ JLYHQ RQ %ULWLVK :DWHU�
ZD\V OHDÀHWV %U\DQ KDG ZLWK KLP WKDW PHQWLRQHG�
WZR KRXUV EHIRUH DQG WKUHH KRXUV DIWHU KLJK ZDWHU
DV VXLWDEOH IRU HQWU\ WR WKH GRFNV� , WKRXJKW LW
VKRXOG KDYH EHHQ WZR KRXUV DIWHU KLJK ZDWHU DQG
LW ZRXOG VHHP WKDW , ZDV ULJKW� EHFDXVH ZKHQ ZH
DUULYHG DW 7HGGLQJWRQ ZH ZHUH WROG WKDW ZH ZRXOG
DUULYH DW %UHQWIRUG WRR ODWH IRU WKH PRUQLQJ WLGH
DQG FRXOG WLH DORQJVLGH D OLJKWHU XQWLO WKH HYHQLQJ�
:KLOH WKH VNLSSHU GLG VRPH VKRSSLQJ DQG

´SKRQHG RQH RU WZR PHVVDJHV� WKH FUHZ PDGH XS
WKH FDELQ ¿UH� PRSSHG WKH GHFNV� DQG PDGH VXUH
KLV ZHW JDUPHQWV ZHUH GUDLQLQJ LQWR WKH ULJKW
SODFHV� +H WKHQ QRWHG WKH JDOH IRUFH ZLQG� DQG
GULYLQJ UDLQ� IHOW VRUU\ IRU WKRVH SRRU VRXOV DVKRUH�
DQG VSHQW WKH DIWHUQRRQ IDVW DOVHHS� ,W LV EHOLHYHG
WKH VNLSSHU IROORZHG VXLW�
:KHQ P\ ZDWFK VKRZHG LW WR EH QHDUO\ � SP��

DQG LW ZDV VWLOO JRLQJ LQ VSLWH RI LWV VZLP WKH SUH�
YLRXV HYHQLQJ� ZH KDG D PHDO� VWRNHG WKH OLWWOH
JDOOH\ ¿UH� VWDUWHG WKH HQJLQH DQG ZHQGHG RXU
ZD\ GRZQVWUHDP WR 5LFKPRQG� ,W ZDV GDUN DJDLQ�
DV LW VHHPHG WR KDYH EHHQ IRU PRVW RI RXU WULS
RQ WKH 7KDPHV WKLV WLPH� EXW WKH UDLQ KDG VWRSSHG
LI QRW WKH ZLQG� 7KHUH ZDV D OLWWOH PRRQ� ZLWK
FORXGV À\LQJ SDVW LW� DQG LI DQ\ RI WKH ERDWV¶
SODVWLF FXUWDLQV FDPH XQIDVWHQHG� WKH\ PDGH D WHU�
ULEOH QRLVH ZKLFK GURZQHG WKH HQJLQH� DQG PDGH
VKRXWHG FRQYHUVDWLRQ XVHOHVV� 7KLV ZDV WKH JDOH
WKDW FDXVHG ÀRRGV LQ WKH ZHVW RI %ULWDLQ� DQG
VHYHUDO SHRSOH ZHUH GURZQHG� DQG PLOOLRQV RI
SRXQGV RI GDPDJH GRQH GXULQJ WKH ZHHN�HQG�
(YHQ WKH VRXWK RI .HQW VXIIHUHG� EXW ZH ZHUH
EHLQJ GHSULYHG RI ZDWHU� DV WKH VWURQJ ZHVWHUO\
ZLQG ZDV KROGLQJ EDFN WKH WLGH WU\LQJ WR FRPH XS
WKH 7KDPHV�
2Q HQWHULQJ WKH 5LFKPRQG /RFN� ZH DVNHG LI

ZH FRXOG KDQJ RQ LQ WKH ORFN IRU D WLPH� DV LW ZDV�
REYLRXV WKH WLGH ZDV QRW DV KLJK DV LW VKRXOG KDYH
EHHQ� 7KH VWDII ZHUH YHU\ KHOSIXO LQ WKLV� DQG ZH
ZDLWHG XQWLO D 3�/�$� SDWURO ERDW IROORZHG XV DQG
ERWK ORFNHG WKURXJK WRJHWKHU� %\ WKLV WLPH WKH

KDOI�WLGH EDUULHU DW 5LFKPRQG VKRXOG KDYH EHHQ
OLIWHG� EXW ZKHQ ZH VSRNH WR WKH VWDII DW WKH ORFN
DERXW WKH ORZ VWDWH RI WLGH� WKH\ VKRZHG PH WKH
UHFRUGLQJ LQVWUXPHQW� ZKLFK KDG QRW HYHQ VWDUWHG
WR ULVH WKHQ� 7KLV VKRXOG KDYH KDSSHQHG WZR
KRXUV EHIRUH�
7KH VWHUQ OLJKW RI WKH 3�/�$� SDWURO ODXQFK

VRRQ GZLQGOHG DKHDG� DQG JDYH WKH VNLSSHU VRPH
WKRXJKWV DERXW ZKDW VKH XVHG IRU ZDWHU WR ÀRDW
LQ� EHFDXVH ZH UDQ RXW RI WKLV� DQG FDPH WR UHVW
EDQJ LQ WKH PLGGOH RI WKH WLGDO 7KDPHV� , DP
TXLWH XVHG WR WKLV VLWXDWLRQ� DQG KDYH LQ P\ WLPH
VSHQW PDQ\ D TXLHW KRXU PHGLWDWLQJ RQ D PXG
EDQN� 0\ PRRULQJV DW 'HOOTXD\ QHDU &KLFKHVWHU
GU\ RXW MXVW DIWHU KDOI�WLGH� VR ZH XVH OHJV LQ :HVW
&RXQWU\ IDVKLRQ� WR NHHS WKH ERDW XSULJKW� 7KHUH
LV QR IHDU RI $UFWXUXV OD\LQJ RYHU WKRXJK� EXW KHU
VNLSSHU KDV D QRWLRQ WKDW D ERDW LV VXSSRVHG WR
UHPDLQ DÀRDW� DQG LV QRW KDSS\ ZKHQ DJURXQG�
, PXVW DGPLW� KRZHYHU� WKDW HYHQ , ZDV VXUSULVHG
WR QRWLFH WKDW WKH WLGH VWLOO VHHPHG WR EH JRLQJ
RXW� DQG WKLV RQO\ DERXW WZR KRXUV ɈȻ KLJK
ZDWHU�
$ERXW KDOI�DQ�KRXU RI WKLV DQG WKH RXWZDUG WLGH

VORZHG� WKH ZDWHU OHYHO VORZO\ EXLOW XS� DQG ZHª
ZHUH RII DJDLQ� 1RW IRU ORQJ WKRXJK� ZH WRXFKHG
DJDLQ MXVW RII WKH HQWUDQFH WR %UHQWIRUG 'RFN�
EXW HYHQWXDOO\ JRW KHU LQVLGH� MXVW LQVLGH� EHIRUH
JRLQJ RQ WKH PXG DJDLQ� 7KLV WLPH ZH JRW WKH
ERZ ZLWKLQ W\LQJ�XS GLVWDQFH WR� D JURXQGHG
OLJKWHU� DQG ZHQW EHORZ IRU FRIIHH� $IWHU DERXW
WZR VLSV RI FRIIHH� ZH QRWLFHG WKH OLTXLG ZDV QRW
OHYHO LQ WKH FXSV� DQG VSHQW DERXW RQH VHFRQG
ZRUNLQJ WKH WKLQJ RXW� :H PXVW KDYH EURNHQ DOO
UHFRUGV JHWWLQJ RXW RI WKDW FDELQ� DV XVXDOO\ , KLW
P\ KHDG RQ WKH JHDU ZKHHO� EXW QRW WKLV WLPH�
$UFWXUXU KDG XVHG WKH IHZ PLQXWHV ZH ZHUH

EHORZ¶WR JHW UDWKHU IULHQGO\ ZLWK WKH OLJKWHU� DQG
DV VKH ZDV OLIWLQJ WR WKH WLGH� DQG WKH OLJKWHU ZDV
QRW� KDG FDXJKW KHU JXQZDOH XQGHU D EXOJH RQ
WKH OLJKWHU� $ IHZ YHU\ KHFWLF PRPHQWV ZLWK D
KLWFKHU VHSDUDWHG WKHP� DQG� FRWLFH IRUJRWWHQ IRU
D ZKLOH� ZH IRUJHG DKHDG IRU DQRWKHU IHZ \DUGV�
/RFN ��� ZDV LQ VLJKW QRZ� RI FRXUVH� DQG LW

ZDV YHU\ DQQR\LQJ QRW� WR EH DEOH WR JHW QHDU LW�
EXW WKDW WRRN DQRWKHU KDOI�DQ�KRXU� GXULQJ ZKLFK
WLPH ZH KDG DQRWKHU FXS RI FRIIHH� (YHQWXDOO\�
DERXW WZHQW\ PLQXWHV EHIRUH KLJK ZDWHU� , PDQ²
DJHG WR UHDFK WKH LURQ ODGGHU RXWVLGH WKH ORFN�
DQG UDQJ WKH GRRU EHOO RI WKH QLFH QHZ ÀDWV ZKHUH
WKH ORFN NHHSHU OLYHV� +H ORFNHG XV WKURXJK DQG
WROG XV ZKHUH WR JHW D SLQW :H QHHGHG LW� 7KHUH
ZDV QHYHU RYHU IRXU IHHW RI ZDWHU DERYH WKH FLOO
RI WKH ORFN WKDW WLGH� , DP VXUH�
7KH ORFN NHHSHU KDG D VKRUW FKDW ZLWK XV QH[W

PRUQLQJ� DQG ZHQW E\ URDG WR /RFN ��� WR JHW XV
WKURXJK� ,W ZDV UDLQLQJ DJDLQ� DQG DIWHU VWDUWLQJ
WKH HQJLQH� ZH SUHSDUHG RXUVHOYHV IRU D GD\ RI LW�
7KH VNLSSHU VKRRN RXW KLV XPEUHOOD DQG VWRNHG

water surface each time I submerged. We alwayscarry plenty of life jackets on our own boat, butgetting everyone to wear them is another matter;the same thing seems to happen with car safetybelts (perhaps you have noticed this).
During this hectic interlude, Arcturus, who isquite well behaved really, stayed hove-to justunder the bridge, waiting for us to get sortedout, so Bryan left me to sort out my change ofclothes while he took us down to Sunbury, wherewe tied up for the night. We had hoped to makeTeddington that evening, but it was not to be.
Saturday did not hold much promise, but we

locked ourselves through Sunbury before dawnand headed for Molesey. This lock was reached
just before 8 a.m., and our chances of caichingthe tide were slipping away. About this time we
debated some information given on British Water-ways leaflets Bryan had with him that mentionedtwo hours before and three hours after high water
as suitable for entry to the docks. I thought itshould have been two hours after high water and
it would seem that T was right, because when wearrived at Teddington we were told that we wouldarrive at Brentford too late for the morning tideand could tie alongside a lighter until the evening.

While the skipper did some shopping and‘’phoned one or two messages, the crew made upthe cabin fire, mopped the decks, and made surehis wet garments were draining into the rightplaces. He then noted the gale force wind, and
driving rain, felt sorry for those poor souls ashore,and spent the afternoon fast alseep. It is believedthe skipper followed suit.

When my watch showed it to be nearly 4 p.m.,and it was still going in spite of its swim the pre-
vious evening, we had a meal, stoked the littlegalley fire, started the engine and wended ourway downstream to Richmond. It was dark again,as it seemed to have been for most of our tripon the Thamesthis time, but the rain had stoppedif not the wind. There was a little moon, withclouds flying past it, and if any of the boats’plastic curtains came unfastened, they made a ter-rible noise which drowned the engine, and madeshouted conversation useless. This was the galethat caused floods in the west of Britain, andseveral people were drowned, and millions of
pounds of damage done during the week-end.Even the south of Kent suffered, but we werebeing deprived of water. as the strong westerlywind was holding back the tide trying to come upthe Thames.

On entering the Richmond Lock, we asked ifwe could hang on in the lock for a time, as it wasobvious the tide was not as high as it should havebeen. The staff were very helpful in this, and wewaited until a P.L.A. patrol boat followed us andboth locked through together. By this time the

half-tide barrier at Richmond should have been
lifted, but when we spoke to the staff at the lock
about the low state of tide, they showed me therecording instrument, which had not even startedto rise then. This should have happened twohours before.

The stern light of the P.L.A. patrol launch
soon dwindled ahead, and gave the skipper some
thoughts about what she used for water to float
in, because we ran out of this, and came to restbang in the middle of the tidal Thames. 1 amquite used to this situation, and have in my time
spent many a quiet hour meditating on a mudbank. My moorings at Dellquay near Chichester
dry out just after half-tide, so we use legs in West
Country fashion, to keep the boat upright. There
is no fear of Arcturus laying over though, but her
skipper has a notion that a boat is supposed toremain afloat, and is not happy when aground.
1 must admit, however, that even 1 was surprised
to notice that the tide still seemed to be going
out, and this only about two hours off high
water.

About half-an-hour of this and the outward tide
slowed, the water level slowly built up, and wel
were off again. Not for long though, we touchedagain just off the entrance to Brentford Dock,
but eventually got her inside, just inside, beforegoing on the mud again. This time we got the
bow within tying-up distance to a grounded
lighter, and went below for coffee. After abouttwo sips of coffee, we noticed the liquid was not
level in the cups, and spent about one second
working the thing out. We must have broken all
records geiting out of that cabin, as usually I hit
my head on the gear wheel, but not this time.

Arcturus had used the few minutes we were
below ‘to get rather friendly with the lighter, andas she was lifting to the tide, and the lighter was
not, had caught her gunwale under a bulge on
the lighter. A few very hectic moments with ahitcher separated them, and, coffee forgotten for
a while, we forged ahead for another few yards.

Lock 101 was in sight now, of course, and it
was very annoying not to be able to get nearit,but that took another half-an-hour, during which
time we had another cup of coffee. Eventually,
about twenty minutes before high water, I man-aged to reach the iron ladder outside the lock,
and rang the door bell of the nice new flats wherethe lock keeper lives. He locked us through and
told us where to get a pint. We needed it. Therewas never over four feet of water above the cillof the lock that tide, I am sure.

The lock keeper had a short chat with us next
morning, and went by road to Lock 100 to get us
through. It was raining again, and after starting
the engine, we prepared ourselves for a day ofit.The skipper shook out his umbrella and stoked



XS KLV SLSH� , JRW LQWR VRX
ZHVWHU� ZDWHUSURRI
MDFNHW DQG WURXVHUV� VWRNHG XS P\ SLSH DQG VPRNHG
LW XSVLGH GRZQ WR WU\ DQG NHHS RXW WKH UDLQ� 7KH
HQJLQH VHHPHG TXLWH KDSS\� DQG DV LW ZDV LQ D
QLFH� ZDUP� GU\� OLWWOH KRXVH RI LWV RZQ� ZK\
VKRXOG LWB JUXPEOH" , OLNH GLHVHO HQJLQHV RQ D
ERDW� WKH\ KDYH QRQH RI WKH WHPSHUDPHQW RI SHWURO
HQJLQHV� DQG� ZKDW LV PRUH WR WKH SRLQW� DUH
FKHDSHU WR UXQ DQG VDIHU� 7KHUH LV QR PRUH
FRPIRUWLQJ VRXQG ZKHQ WKH ZHDWKHU LV GRLQJ LWV
ZRUVW WKDQ D ZHOO PDLQWDLQHG GLHVHO GRLQJ LWV
VWXII� 7KLV IURP RQH ZKR VSHQW PRVW RI KLV
\RXQJHU GD\V VDLOLQJ LQ ERDWV� LV SUDLVH LQGHHG� DV
DW RQH WLPH , HYHQ VFRUQHG DQ RXWERDUG IRU ZKHQ
WKH ZLQG GURSSHG�
2QFH WKURXJK WKH JDXJLQJ ORFN� ZH ZRUNHG

ORFNV �� DQG �� RXUVHOYHV� WKHQ UHSRUWHG WR WKH
FRWWDJH DW 1R� ��� ZKHUH ZH ZHUH H[SHFWHG� %U\DQ
KDG XVHG VRPH RI RXU WLPH DW 7HGGLQJWRQ� WR FRQ�
WDFW %ULWLVK :DWHUZD\V� VR WKDW E\ VSHFLDO DUUDQJH�
PXHQW ZH FRXOG ORFN WKURXJK WKH +DQZHOO ÀLJKW
RQ 6XQGD\� 7KLV LV NHSW ORFNHG RQ :LQWHU 6XQ�
GD\V� DV QR SOHDVXUH FUDIW XVH LW GXULQJ WKHVH
PRQWKV� DQG ZRUNLQJ ERDWPHQ OLNH 6XQGD\V RLO�
DV GR ORFN NHHSHUV�
:H PDGH JRRG WLPH ɩɪ WKH ÀLJKW� DQG PHW 5R\

0DFN DW WKH WRS ORFN� FDUU\LQJ D YHU\ VPDUW
:LQGODVV ZLWK D UROOLQJ KDQGOH� :KHQ , XVHG WKLV
WRRO� LW JDYH PH WKH LPSUHVVLRQ WKDW LW FRXOG HDVLO\
À\ RII LQWR VSDFH� VR , KDQGHG LW EDFN EHIRUH ZH
KDG WR VWDUW ORRNLQJ IRU LW� DQG JRW EDFN WR WKH
FRQYHQWLRQDO EODFNVPLWK�PDGH :LQGODVV� 7KH UDLQ
KDG� HDVHG 2,7 E\ QRZ� VR DOO VHHPHG JRRG IRU WKH
ORQJ SRXQG WR &RZOH\� EXW ZRUNV RQ WKH ZDWHU�
ZD\ VRRQ VWRSSHG DQ\ VLOO\ LGHDV RI WKDW� :H
ZHUH WR PHHW ZLWK VHYHUDO GHOD\V RI WKLV VRUW� DV
PRVW RI² WKH ZRUN VHHPV WR EH GRQH LQ WKH ZLQWHU�
LW FHUWDLQO\ LV RQ WKH 7KDPHV� 7KLV GHOD\ ODVWHG
ZHOO RYHU DQ KRXU DQG JDYH PH WLPH WR XVH D
¶SKRQH ER[ DW :HVW 'UD\WRQ DQG OHW P\ IDPLO\
NQRZ ZH VKRXOG QRW EH KRPH WKDW QLJKW�
:LWK WKUHH RI XV QRZ RQ WKH ERDW� ZH PDGH

:DWIRUG DIWHU GDUN EHFDXVH RI WKH GHOD³ DQG
HDUOLHU UDLQ� DQG ZH PRRUHG IRU WKH QLJKW MXVW
DERYH &DVVLR %ULGJH� 5R\ OHIW XV KHUH DQG ZH
GLG VRPH YLVLWLQJ LQ VSLWH RI RXU VRPHZKDW GLV�
KHYHOOHG DSSHDUDQFH� :H WRRN FDUH WKDW WKRVH ZH
YLVLWHG ZHUH ERDWLQJ IULHQGV WKRXJK� DV OHVVHU
PRUWDOV PD\ KDYH VKRZQ XV WKH GRRU�
0RQGD\ PRUQLQJ ZDV IURVW\ DQG WKH FUHZ IHOW

GHFLGHGO\ ELOOLRXV� GXH QR GRXEW WR KLV QRFWXUQDO
VZLPPLQJ KDELWV� %UHDNIDVW ZDV RXW RI WKH TXHV�
WLRQ DQG WKDW LV PRVW XQXVXDO� DQG WKH �� RU VR
ORFNV WR RXU GHVWLQDWLRQ ZHUH WR KH YLHQHG ZLWK
YHU\ JUHDW IHHOLQJV RI PLVJLYLQJ� ?
 JRW ��怀
ZLWKRXW DQ\ IXVV DQG SDVVHG &DVVL U` 3DUN�
ZKLFK ODVW DXWXPQ KDG ORRNHG VR QWK�DFXWH ZKHQ
ZH FDPH E\ KHUH ZLWK +DO�F\DQ� LW ORRNHG DERXW
DV DWWUDFWLYH DV D OLQH RI ZDVKLQJ LQ WO³ LQGXVWULDO
QRUWK WR�GD\� 7KH WDOO JUDVV E\ WKH QN :KHUH
ZH KDG WLHG XS ZDV QRZ ÀDWWHQHG DQG GDQN� DQG
PLVVLQJ ZDV ODVW DXWXPQµV VXQVKLQH� WRR� 7KHUH
ZHUH VWLOO D IHZ DQJOHUV DERXW� ³H KDG VHHQ VRPH
RI WKHVH MXVW DIWHU GDZQ FRPLQJ GH
�P WKH 7KDPHV
RQ 6DWXUGD\ DQG KDG VXJJH HG WKH²H ³DV QRW
PXFK IXWXUH LQ LW� 7KH\ UHS G � WKHUH ZDV
HYHQ OHVV LQ ERDWLQJ RQ VXFK D PRU B v
7R PH WKHUH ZDV VRPHWKLQJ RI ࢦ VQWLªFOLPD[

LQ WKLV GHVRODWH FDQDOVLGH ODQGV SH ³LQFK KDG
EHHQ VR YHU\ ZDUP DQG DOLYH VR IHQ ZHHNV EH²
IRUH� , GLG VD\ WKDW @ ³G6 RXW RI VRUWV WKDW
PRUQLQJ� VR SHUKDSV WKDW KDG �
ZLWK LW� +RZHYHU� HDFK ORFN WKDW
PH IHHO EHWWHU� HVSHFLDOO\ WKH RQH �K� � IRXQG
D� SXE� DQG WKH UXP , JRW LQVLGH PH WKࡈ
H ODVWHG
XQWLO , JRW KRPH�

, DP VXUH ZH ZHUH ERWK JODG WR JHW WR %HUN�
KDW�XVWHG� 7KH VNLSSHU WLGLHG XS KLV ERDW DQG ,
FROOHFWHG P\ ZHW JDUPHQWV DQG FUDPPHG WKHP
LQWR P\ NLWEDJ� 7KH KHDY\ EDJ FDPH LQ XVHIXO
ODWHU IRU EDWWHULQJ P\ ZD\ WKURXJK WKH UXVK�KRXU
FURZGV� $OVR LQ P\ NLWEDJ ZDV WKH FLQH¶ FDPHUD
ZKLFK , KDG QRW KDG WLPH WR XVH� LW�� DOZD\V WKH
VDPH�
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up his pipe, I got into sou'wester, waterproof
jacket and trousers, stoked up my pipe and smoked
it upside down to try and keep out the rain. The
engine seemed quite happy, and as it was in a
nice, warm, dry, little house of its own, why
should it grumble ? I like diesel engines on a
boat, they have none of the temperament of petrol
engines, and, what is more to the point, are
cheaper to run and safer. There is no more
comforting sound when the weather is doing its
worst than a well maintained diesel doing its
stuff. This from one who spent most of his
younger days sailing in boats, is praise indeed, as
at one time I even scorned an outboard for when
the wind dropped !

Once through the gauging lock, we worked
locks 99 and 98 ourselves, then reported to the
cottage at No. 97, where we were expected. Bryan
had used some of our time at Teddingtonto con-
tact British Waterways, so that by special arrange-
muent we could lock through the Hanwell flight
on Sunday. This is kept locked on Winter Sun-
days, as no pleasure craft use it during these
menths, and working boatmen like Sundays off,
as do lock keepers.

Wemade good time up the flight, and met Roy
Mack at the top lock, carrying a very smart
windlass with a rolling handle. When I used this
tool, it gave me the impression that it could easily
fly off into space, so I handed it back before we
had to start looking for it, and got back to the
conventional blacksmith-made windlass. The rain
had eased off by now, so all seemed good for the
long pound to Cowley, but works on the water-
way soon stopped any silly ideas of that. We
were to meet with several delays of this sort, as
most of the work seems to be done in the winter;
it certainly is on the Thames. This delay lasted
well over an hour and gave me time to use a
“phone box at West Drayton and let my family
know we should not be home that night.

With three of us now on the boat, we made

Watford after dark because of the delays and
earlier rain, and we moored for the night just
above Cassio Bridge. Roy left us here and we
did some visiting in spite of our somewhat dis-
hevelied appearance. We took care that those we
visited were boating friends though, as lesser
mortals may have shown us the door.

Monday morning was frosty and the crew felt
decidedly billious, due no doubt to his nocturnal
swimming habits. Breakfast was out of the ques-
tion and that is most unusual, and the 24 or so
locks to our destination were to be viewed with
very great feelings of misgiving. V t away
without any fuss and passed Ca y Park,
which last autumn had looked so attractive when
we came by here with Halkyon. lt looked about
as attractive as a line of washing in the industrial
north to-day. The tall grass by the bank where
we had tied up was now flattened and dank, and
missing was last autumn’s sunshine, too. There
were still a few anglers about; we had seen some
of these just after dawncoming down the Thames
on Saturday and had sugge: there was not
much future in it. They replied that there was
even less in boating on such a mor:

To me there was something of an anti-climax
in this desolate canalside landscape which had
been so very warm and alive so few weeks be-
fore. I did say that I was out o
morning, so perhaps that had s
with it. However, each lock that
me feel better, especially the one where we found
a pub, and the rum I got inside me there lasted
until I got home.

I am sure we were both glad to get to Berk-
hamsted. The skipper tidied up his boat and I
collected my wet garments and crammed them
into my kitbag. The heavy bag came in useful
later for battering my way through the rush-hour
crowds. Also in my kitbag was the ciné camera
which I had not had time to use: it's always the
same.

BY CANAL NARROW BOAT AARCTURUS
PRIVATE PARTIES — It is not too early to

think of organising your party outing for 1965
WRITE AND ASK FOR SUGGESTIONS NOW

BRYAN NICOLL
Guildford Wharf : Friary Street : GUILDFORD
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%HDXWLIXO YLHZV RI� WKH 7KDPHV 9DOOH\

DQG VXUURXQGLQJ FRXQWU\VLGH
7KH TXDUWHUO\ PDJD]LQH FRQWDLQLQJ D ZHDOWK RI 7KDPHV 9DOOH\ &RXQWU\VLGH

LQIRUPDWLRQ DERXW WKH ULYHU DQG VXUURXQGLQJ YDOOH\V� �4XDUWHUO\�� 3ULFH ���
,GHDO IRU WKRVH ZKR HQMR\ UHDGLQJ RI DQFLHQW EXLOGLQJV
DQG WKHLU KLVWRULFDO FRQQHFWLRQV� /DYLVKO\ LOOXVWUDWHG +HUWIRUGVKLUH &RXQWU\VLGH

ZLWK EHDXWLIXO DUFKLWHFWXUDO� FRXQWU\VLGH DQG ULYHU VFHQHV� �(YHU\ 7:2 0RQWKV� 3ULFH ���
,I \RX HQMR\ 7KDPHV 9DOOH\ &RXQWU\VLGH \RX :LOO DOVR

HQMR\ LWV FRPSDQLRQ PDJD]LQHV� 7KH (VVH[ &RXQWU\VLGH 7KH (VVH[ &RXQWU\VLGH
DQG +HUWIRUGVKLUH &RXQWU\VLGH� �0RQWKO\�� 3ULFH ���

$OO REWDLQDEOH DW \RXU ORFDO ERRNVHOOHUV RU GLUHFW IURP�
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Beautiful views of the Thames Valley
and surrounding countryside

The quarterly magazine containing a wealth of Thames Valley Countryside
information about the river and surrounding valleys. (Quarterly). Price 2/-
Ideal for those who enjoy reading of ancient buildings

and their historical connections, Lavishly illustrated Hertfordshire Countryside
with beautiful architectural, countryside and river scenes. (Every Two Months) Price 2/-
If you enjoy Thames Valley Countryside you will also

enjoy its companion magazines, The Essex Countryside The Essex Countryside
and Hertfordshire Countryside. (Monthly). Price 2/6

All obtainable at your local booksellers or direct from :

THAMES VALLEY COUNTRYSIDE
LETCHWORTH PRINTERS LTD., Norton Way North, Letchworth, Herts. Tel. 2501

Please mention WINDLASS when replying to advertisements.
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21 6DWXUGD\ DIWHU GLQQHU ZH DGMRXUQHG EDFN WR
WKH WKHDWUH ZKHUH &KLHI 6XSHULQWHQGHQW -� /�

:LONLQVRQ RI WKH 7KDPHV 'LYLVLRQ RI WKH 0HWUR�
SROLWDQ 3ROLFH VSRNH RQ WKH KLVWRU\ DQG GXWLHV RI
WKDW PRVW LQWHUHVWLQJ RI 'LYLVLRQV� DIWHU ZKLFK KH
VKRZHG D VKRUW ¿OP GHVFULELQJ SDUW RI WKH ZRUN
LQYROYHG LQ ORRNLQJ DIWHU 7KDPHV EDUJHV� 7KH
HYHQLQJ ¿QLVKHG LQ WKH -XQLRU &RPPRQ 5RRP
ZKHUH FRQYHUVDWLRQ� PRVWO\ RI D ZDWHUZD\V ÀDYRXU�
FRQWLQXHG WLOO PLGQLJKW� DQG WKXV HQGHG D PRVW
LQVWUXFWLYH DQG HQMR\DEOH GD\�
6XQGD\ ZDV \HW DQRWKHU RI WKRVH SHUIHFW $XWXPQ

PRUQLQJV DQG ZH DOO PHW DW ���� D�P� WR DWWHQG
D GHPRQVWUDWLRQ RI :DWHU 6DIHW\ (TXLSPHQW DQG
/LIH 6DYLQJ 7HFKQLTXHV� ZKLFK� E\ NLQG SHUPLVVLRQ
RI WKH 0RWKHU 6XSHULRU� WRRN SODFH LQ WKH VZLP�
PLQJ SRRO RI WKH DGMDFHQW *LUOV &RQYHQW� 7KH
GLVSOD\ ZDV RUJDQLVHG E\ WKH 5R\DO /LIH 6DYLQJ
6RFLHW\ LQ FRQMXQFWLRQ ZLWK WKH 6W� ,RKQV $PEX�
ODQFH %ULJDGH� 7KH 1DWLRQDO :DWHU 6DIHW\ &RXQFLO
DQG WKH 5HDGLQJ 3ROLFH )RUFH� DQG VXFK ZHUH WKH
HIIRUWV PDGH E\ WKHVH RUJDQLVDWLRQV WR JLYH D UHDOO\
VWLPXODWLQJ DQG LQVWUXFWLYH GLVSOD\ WKDW WKH\ GH�
VHUYH WKH KLJKHVW SUDLVH� 7KH GLVSOD\ FRPPHQFHG
ZLWK D SUDFWLFDO GHPRQVWUDWLRQ RI YDULRXV W\SHV
RI
OLIH MDFNHWV DQG EXR\DQF\ MDFNHWV� WKH ³YLFWLPV´
EHLQJ IRXU \RXQJ JLUOV IURP WKH &RQYHQW RQ ZKRP
WKH GLIIHUHQW MDFNHWV ZHUH WLHG� 2QFH LQ WKH SRRO
WKH\ ¿UVW RI DOO ÀRDWHG EHIRUH VZLPPLQJ WR WKH VLGH�
RU UDWKHU EHIRUH WKH\ WULHG WR VZLP WR WKH VLGH�
IRU ZKHQ ZHDULQJ VRPH RI WKH MDFNHWV WKH\ KDG
WKH JUHDWHVW GLI¿FXOW\ LQ VZLPPLQJ DW DOO DQG ZHUH
TXLWH XQDEOH WR FRQWURO WKH GLUHFWLRQ LQ ZKLFK
WKH\ ZHQW� 7KLV , IRXQG VHULRXVO\ GLVWXUELQJ� IRU
ZKHQ RQH VDZ JRRG VZLPPHUV LQ VXFK GLÀLFXOW\
XQGHU LGHDO FRQGLWLRQV� RQH REYLRXVO\ LPDJLQHG
WKH VDPH VFHQH DIWHU D \RXQJ FKLOG KDG IDOOHQ RII
D ERDW� SRVVLEO\ QHDU D ZHLU� DQG EHLQJ TXLWH
XQDEOH WR SUHYHQW WKHPVHOYHV EHLQJ GUDZQ WRZDUGV
LW� $OVR ZKHQ ZHDULQJ VHYHUDO RI WKH MDFNHWV
GHPRQVWUDWHG� DOO RI ZKLFK LQFLGHQWDOO\ DUH RQ VDOH
WKURXJKRXW WKH FRXQWU\� WKH \RXQJ JLUOV LQ D FDOP
SRRO ZLWK DEVROXWHO\ QR SDQLF FRXOG QRW SUHYHQW
WKH ZDWHU IURP ODSSLQJ OHVV WKDQ WZR LQFKHV EHORZ
WKHLU PRXWKV ² ZKDW ZRXOG KDSSHQ LQ FKRSS\
ZDWHU LI D SHUVRQ SDQLFNHG , GUHDG WR WKLQN� )RU
P\VHOI , KDYH DOZD\V EHHQ PRVW LPSUHVVHG E\ WKH
ODUJH QXPEHU RI FKLOGUHQ RQ WKH 7KDPHV ZKR
ZHDU D OLIH MDFNHW ZKHQ RQ ERDUG D ERDW� QRZ ,
¿QG WKDW PDQ\ RI WKHVH OLIH MDFNHWV DUH LQ IDFW
EXR\DQF\ MDFNHWV ZKLFK� LQ WKH RSLQLRQ RI DOO
WKRVH SUHVHQW DUH YLUWXDOO\ XVHOHVV DQG JLYH D
WRWDOO\ IDOVH VHQVH RI VHFXULW\� , ZRXOG HDUQHVWO\
GUDZ SDUHQWV¶ DWWHQWLRQ WR WKH PDQ\ W\SHV RI
MDFNHW RQ VDOH� IDU WRR PDQ\ RI ZKLFK ZLOO RQO\

��

VDIHO\ VXSSRUW D SHUVRQ XQGHU LGHDO FRQGLWLRQV�
DQG ZLOO QRW DOORZ WKHP WR VZLP WR VDIHW\ LI WKH
RFFDVLRQ GHPDQGV LW� ZKLOVW LQ URXJK :DWHU WKH\
ZRXOG KDYH OLWWOH FKDQFH RI VXUYLYDO XQOHVV KHOS
FDPH YHU\ TXLFNO\� , ZRXOG DGYLVH DQ\RQH EX\LQJ
D MDFNHW RQO\ WR 9LVLW D VKRS WKDW VSHFLDOLVHV LQ
VXFK LWHPV� IRU D ODUJH QXPEHU RI VKRSV KDYH QR
LGHD RI ZKDW SURWHFWLRQ WKH MDFNHW ZRXOG JLYH LQ
DQ HPHUJHQF\� DQG DUH LQ QR SRVLWLRQ WR JLYH
DGYLFH DV WR WKH PRVW VXLWDEOH W\SH UHTXLUHG�
DQG , IHHO WKDW WKH\ WKHUHIRUH FRQVWLWXWH D YHU\
UHDO GDQJHU WR WKH SXEOLF� ,I LQ GRXEW , ZRXOG
VXJJHVW WKDW \RX FRQWDFW WKH 5R\DO /LIH 6DYLQJ
6RFLHW\ ZKR DUH LQ SRVVHVVLRQ RI DOO WKH IDFWV DQG
DUH RQO\ WRR SOHDVHG WR JLYH DQ\ DVVLVWDQFH WKH\
FDQ� )LQDOO\� DIWHU VHHLQJ WKLV PRVW LPSUHVVLYH
RI GHPRQVWUDWLRQV , FDQQRW VWUHVV WKH IDFW HQRXJK
WKDW WR P\ PLQG WKH JUHDW PDMRULW\ RI EXR\DQF\
MDFNHWV FRQVWLWXWH D YHU\ UHDO WKUHDW WR WKH ZHDUHU�
DQG , ZRXOG DSSHDO WR DOO WKRVH ZKR ZLVK WR EX\
RU SHUKDSV DOUHDG\ KDYH D MDFNHW RI VRPH VRUW� WR
HQVXUH WKDW WKH RQH WKDW WKH\ RU WKHLU FKLOGUHQ
:HDU QH[W VHDVRQ ZLOO LQ IDFW GR DOO WKDW WKH\
H[SHFW VKRXOG DQ DFFLGHQW RFFXU � D OLWWOH WLPH
DQG WKRXJKW VSHQW QRZ� PD\ VDYH D OLIH QH[W \HDU«
7KLV ZDV IROORZHG E\ DQ H[FHOOHQW GLVSOD\ RI

OLIH VDYLQJ E\ WKH 5HDGLQJ 3ROLFH /LIH 6DYLQJ
7HDP� D JURXS RI KLJKO\ VNLOOHG SROLFHPHQ ZKR�
VSHFLDOLVLQJ LQ WKLV YLWDO WDVN KDYH ZRQ FRPSHWL²
WLRQV WKURXJKRXW WKH FRXQWU\� 7KH VHVVLRQ ¿QLVKHG
ZLWK D GHPRQVWUDWLRQ E\ WKH 6W� -RKQV $PEXODQFH
$VVRFLDWLRQ RQ WKH ³.LVV RI /LIH´� DIWHU ZKLFK
VHYHUDO RI XV WRRN WKH RSSRUWXQLW\ RI PDNLQJ D
SUDFWLFDO DWWHPSW RQ WKHLU OLIH�OLNH PRGHO� 2QH
WKLQJ WKDW , KDG QRW UHDOLVHG EHIRUH ZDV WKDW
HIIRUWV DW UHVXVLWDWLRQ VKRXOG EH FRQWLQXHG XQWLO
VXFK WLPH DV D 'RFWRU VWDWHV WKDW WKH YLFWLP LV
GHDG� HYHQ LI LW LV IRXU WR ¿YH KRXUV EHIRUH D
'RFWRU DSSHDUV� IRU WKHUH LV DOZD\V WKH FKDQFH
WKDW FRQWLQXHG HIIRUWV ZLOO UHYLYH WKH GURZQHG
SHUVRQ� , KDYH GZHOW DW OHQJWK RQ WKLV SDUWLFXODU
VHVVLRQ EHFDXVH , IHHO WKDW LWV VXEMHFWV DUH RI
WUHPHQGRXV LPSRUWDQFH DQG LQWHUHVW WR HYHU\RQH�
HVSHFLDOO\ DOO WKRVH ZKRVH EXVLQHVV RU SOHDVXUH
WDNHV WKHP RQ RU QHDU WR ZDWHU�
$IWHU FRIIHH EUHDN� GXULQJ ZKLFK WKH 6W� -RKQ¶V

$PEXODQFH �ERG\³ VSUDQJ DQ XQIRUWXQDWH DLU
OHDN� WKH PRUQLQJ ¿QLVKHG ZLWK WKH 6HPLQDU
'LVFXVVLRQV� )RU WKLV WKUHH JURXSV KDG EHHQ
RUJDQLVHG ² ¿UVW ³$PHQLWLHV� 7RZSDWKV DQG
5LJKWV RI :D\´� VHFRQGO\ ³1DYLJDWLRQ DQG 0DUL�
WLPH 0DWWHUV´ DQG WKLUGO\ ³3ODQQLQJ DQG 'HYHORS�
PHQW�� , DWWHQGHG WKH VHFRQG VHPLQDU DQG JUHDWO\
HQMR\HG D PRVW LQWHUHVWLQJ DQG YDULHG GLVFXVVLRQ
LQ ZKLFK DOO WKRVH SUHVHQW MRLQHG� /XQFK DUULYHG
DOO WRR VRRQ IRU WKHUH ZHUH VWLOO PDQ\ VXEMHFWV
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THE RIVER THAMES SOCIETY CONFERENCE
by MICHAEL APLIN

PART Il
ON Saturday after dinner we adjourned back to

the theatre where Chief Superintendent J. L.
Wilkinson of the Thames Division of the Metro-
politan Police spoke on the history and duties of
that most interesting of Divisions, after which he
showed a short film describing part of the work
involved in looking after Thames barges. The
evening finished in the Junior Common Room
where conversation, mostly of a waterways flavour,
continued till midnight, and thus ended a most
instructive and enjoyable day.

Sunday was yet another of those perfect Autumn
mornings and we all met at 9.30 a.m. to attend
a demonstration of Water Safety Equipment and
Life Saving Techniques, which, by kind permission
of the Mother Superior, took place in the swim-
ming pool of the adjacent Girls Convent. The
display was organised by the Royal Life Saving
Society in conjunction with the St. Johns Ambu-
lance Brigade, The National Water Safety Council
and the Reading Police Force, and such were the
efforts made by these organisations to give a really
stimulating and instructive display that they de-
serve the highest praise. The display commenced
with a practical demonstration of various types
of life jackets and buoyancy jackets, the “victims”
being four young girls from the Convent on whom
the different jackets were tied. Once in the pool
they first of all floated before swimming to the side,
or rather before they tried to swim to the side,
for when wearing some of the jackets they had
the greatest difficulty in swimming at all and were
quite unable to control the direction in which
they went. This I found seriously disturbing, for
when one saw good swimmers in such difficulty
under ideal conditions, one obviously imagined
the same scene after a young child had fallen off
a boat, possibly near a weir, and being quite
unable to prevent themselves being drawn towards
it. Also when wearing several of the jackets
demonstrated, all of which incidentally are on sale
throughout the country, the young girls in a calm
pool with absolutely no panic could not prevent
the water from lapping less than two inches below
their mouths — what would happen in choppy
water if a person panicked I dread to think. For
myself I have always been most impressed by the
large number of children on the Thames who
wear a life jacket when on board a boat, now I
find that many of these life jackets are in fact
buoyancy jackets which, in the opinion of all
those present are virtually useless and give a
totally false sense of security. I would earnestly
draw parents’ attention to the many types of
jacket on sale, far too many of which will only
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safely support a person under ideal conditions,
and will not allow them to swim to safety if the
occasion demands it, whilst in rough water they
would have little chance of survival unless help
came very quickly. I would advise anyone buying
a jacket only to visit a shop that specialises in
such items, for a large number of shops have no
idea of what protection the jacket would give in
an emergency, and are in no position to give
advice as to the most suitable type required,
and I feel that they therefore constitute a very
real danger to the public. If in doubt I would
suggest that you contact the Royal Life Saving
Society who are in possession of all the facts and
are only too pleased to give any assistance they
can. Finally, after seeing this most impressive
of demonstrations I cannot stress the fact enough
that to my mind the great majority of buoyancy
jackets constitute a very real threat to the wearer,
and I would appeal to all those who wish to buy
or perhaps already have a jacket of some sort, to
ensure that the one that they or their children
wear next season will in fact do all that they
expect should an accident occur — a little time
and thought spent now, may save a life next year.

This was followed by an excellent display of
life saving by the Reading Police Life Saving
Team, a group of highly skilled policemen who,
specialising in this vital task have won competi-
tions throughout the country. The session finished
with a demonstration by the St. Johns Ambulance
Association on the “Kiss of Life”, after which
several of us took the opportunity of making a
practical attempt on their life-like model. One
thing that I had not realised before was that
efforts at resusitation should be continued until
such time as a Doctor states that the victim is
dead, even if it is four to five hours before a
Doctor appears, for there is always the chance
that continued efforts will revive the drowned
person. I have dwelt at length on this particular
session because I feel that its subjects are of
tremendous importance and interest to everyone,
especially all those whose business or pleasure
takes them on or near to water.

After coffee break, during which the St. John's
Ambulance “body” sprang an unfortunate air
leak, the morning finished with the Seminar
Discussions. For this three groups had been
organised — first “Amenities, Towpaths and
Rights of Way”, secondly “Navigation and Mari-
time Matters” and thirdly “Planning and Develop-
ment”. I attended the second seminar and greatly
enjoyed a most interesting and varied discussion
in which all those present joined. Lunch arrived
all too soon for there were still many subjects
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Willow Wren Hire Cruisers Ltd.
(Member of the Willow Wren Group)

TRADITIONAL CANAL NARROW BOATS — Equipped for
Mobile Camping Holidays, available on weekly hire for parties
up to 12.

*
DAY CRUISES BY WATER OUZEL—Comfortable seating for
50 passengers — Light Refreshments —Licensed Bar.

*
PRIVATE MOORINGS AVAILABLE on RUGBY ARM,
Oxford Canal, under constant supervision of a resident care-
taker.
*
Enquiries tc :
Rugby Wharf - Brownsover - Rugby
Telephone : BRAUNSTON 342

ALLINGTON MARINA LTD.
ALLINGTON, MAIDSTONE, KENT

Tel. Maidstone 2057

ALL FACILITIES FOR BOATS
LAUNCHING RAMP FOR TRAILED CRAFT.

RIVERSIDE WATER AND FUEL PUMPS.
CAR AND TRAILER PARK. MOORINGS.

ELECTRICITY. CALOR GAS. CHANDLERY.
TOWING. REPAIRS. INSURANCE. SALVAGE. BROKERAGE.
AGENTS FOR — Falcraft,Littleship Paints, Esso, Evinrude, Newage/B.M.C,etc.

Associated with Medway Cabin Cruisers, Luxury Hire Craft.

Please mention WINDLASS when replying to advertisements.
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ZH ZDLWHG WR GLVFXVV� 7KHVH LQIRUPDO GLVFXVVLRQV
DUH PRVW YDOXDEOH� DQG DW DQ\ IXWXUH &RQIHUHQFH
, ZRXOG OLNH WR VHH PRUH WLPH DOORZHG LQ WKLV
GLUHFWLRQ� SHUKDSV WKH 6DWXUGD\ HYHQLQJ FRXOG EH
XVHG IRU WKLV SXUSRVH"
/XQFK ZDV IROORZHG E\ D JHQHUDO GLVFXVVLRQ

GXULQJ ZKLFK WKH &KDLUPHQ RI WKH WKUHH 6HPLQDUV
SUHVHQWHG D UHSRUW DERXW WKH VXEMHFWV WKHLU JURXSV
KDG GLVFXVVHG� 7KH 6RFLHW\¶V &KDLUPDQ� /W�&RO�
+RZDUG JDYH KLV ¿QDO DGGUHVV LQ WKH FRXUVH RI
ZKLFK KH DVNHG ORFDO FRXQFLOV WR IRUZDUG WKHLU
LGHDV IRU 7KDPHV�VLGH GHYHORSPHQWV WR WKH 576
IRU FRPPHQW� DOUHDG\ 6XUUH\ &RXQFLO DUH GRLQJ
WKLV� DQG LW ZRXOG VHHP WKDW WKH 6RFLHW\ LV LGHDOO\
SODFHG WR RIIHU SURIHVVLRQDO DGYLFH� 2EYLRXVO\ WKH
7KDPHV� LQ FRPPRQ ZLWK WKH UHVW RI WKH FRXQWU\
ZLOO EH GHYHORSHG GXULQJ WKH FRPLQJ \HDUV� EXW
LI VXFK SODQV FRXOG ¿UVW EH GLVFXVVHG DQG DJUHHG
ZLWK DQ RI¿FLDO ERG\ VXFK DV WKH 576 ZKLFK
UHSUHVHQWV DOO LQWHUHVWHG SDUWLHV� WKHQ , IHHO WKDW LQ
WKLV ZD\ OLHV WKH PRVW YDOXDEOH VHUYLFH WKDW WKH
6RFLHW\ KDV WKH DELOLW\ DQG GHVLUH WR JLYH�
7KH &RQIHUHQFH HQGHG DERXW ��� S�P�� DQG

GHWHUPLQHG WR VHH VRPHWKLQJ RI WKH 7KDPHV LWVHOI�
, GURYH KRPH LQ WKH $XWXPQ VXQVKLQH WKURXJK
6RQQLQJ DQG +HQOH\� DQG MXGJLQJ E\ WKH YDVW
QXPEHU RI SHRSOH WKDW , VDZ RQ WKH ULYHU DW ERWK
SODFHV� LW LV D ¿QH DQG DGPLUDEOH WKLQJ WKDW WKH
576 KDV EHHQ HVWDEOLVKHG WR SURWHFW� SUHVHUYH DQG
ZKHUH SRVVLEOH LPSURYH WKH YDULHG GHOLJKWV� SOHDV�
XUHV DQG DPHQLWLHV RI (QJODQG¶V JUHDWHVW ULYHU�
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we waited to discuss. These informal discussions
are most valuable, and at any future Conference
I would like to see more time allowed in this
direction, perhaps the Saturday evening could be
used for this purpose?

Lunch was followed by a general discussion
during which the Chairmen of the three Seminars
presented a report about the subjects their groups
had discussed. The Society’s Chairman, Lt.Col.
Howard gave his final address in the course of
which he asked local councils to forward their
ideas for Thames-side developments to the RTS
for comment, already Surrey Council are doing
this, and it would seem that the Society is ideally
placed to offer professional advice. Obviously the
Thames, in common with the rest of the country
will be developed during the coming years, but
if such plans could first be discussed and agreed
with an official body such as the RTS which
represents all interested parties, then I feel that in
this way lies the most valuable service that the
Society has the ability and desire to give.

The Conference ended about 4.0 p.m., and
determined to see something of the Thamesitself,
I drove home in the Autumn sunshine through
Sonning and Henley, and judging by the vast
number of people that I saw on the river at both
places, it is a fine and admirable thing that the
RTS has been established to protect, preserve and
where possible improve the varied delights, pleas-
ures and amenities of England’s greatest river.

LEE AND STORT HIRE CRUISERS
Hallingbury Mill, Gaston Green

Nr. Bishop’s Stortford
Slipway and Moorings in lovely sur-
roundings — 29 miles from London

41-seat Day Cruiser for Charter
Refreshments and Toilet on Board; Licensed
2/3/4 berth Cruisers for your holiday on

the Rivers Stort and Lee
Brochure 6d. from Reg. Office :
55 Scarborough Drive, Leigh-on-Sea, Essex

Telephone : Southend 77660

RIPARIAN OWNER SERVICE
Landing Stages, Bank Protection

Mobile equipment available Thames and
Inland Waterways. Fittings for D.LY.
construction. Surveys undertaken. Plans
prepared. From a Willow tree to a com-
plete river frontage, consult . . .

T. HARRISON CHAPLIN LTD.
Meadhurst Park Nursery

Sunbury-on-Thames
Est. 1907 Telephone : 3371

Illustrated brochure on request

SAINT LINE CRUISERS
RUE DE L’AQUEDUC, POINCY PAR TRILPORT,

SEINE ET MARNE, FRANCE

4 & 6 Berth Luxury Cruisers for Hire
on the French Rivers and Canals

Continuous Hot and Cold Water
Navigation Charts
Flush Toilets
Transistor Radios
Hot Showers
Economical Diesel Engines

WHY NOT COMBINE A CONTINENTAL HOLIDAY WITH A HOLIDAY
AFLOAT ? WRITE NOW FOR 56 PAGE COLOUR BROCHURE
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DON'T DECIDE
UNTIL YOU HAVE SEEN

LEANDER
ー REGENT —

ASK NOW FOR \LLUSTRATED BROCHURE
Complete with engine and ready to cruise. In-

cluding upholstery, sink, separate toilet entered
from cockpit, floor covering, etc., etc., right down
to boathook, Rond anchors, mooring lines and fire
extinguisher,
As we said above, ready to cruise, and no extras.
Individually built by small firm, whose sole business
is the construction of good quality boats and the
satisfaction of having a well pleased customer.

LENGTH 23' BEAM 6' 10"

WRITE NOW FOR ILLUSTRATED BROCHURE

LEN VALLEY MARINE LTD, MILL LANE, BROXBOURNE, HERTS. ‘Phone: HODDESDON 3109
Please mention WINDLASS when replying fo advertisements.
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7KHVH YHOVDWLOH FUDIW KDYH HQDEOHG %ULWLVK :DWHU�
ZD\V WR DFKLHYH GUDPDWLF HFRQRPLHV LQ WKH FRVW

RI PDLQWDLQLQJ WKH GHSWK RI WKHLU FDQDOV
7+( QHHG WR GUHGJH WKH PDUURZ FDQDOV RI WKLV

FRXQWU\ LV D FRQWLQXLQJ SUREOHP DQG D FRVWO\
RQH WR WKH DXWKRULWLHV FRQFHUQHG� 7R VSHHG WKLV
XQSURGXFWLYH \HW QHFHVVDU\ WDVN� WKH 6RXWK (DVWHUQ
'LYLVLRQ RI %ULWLVK :DWHUZD\V KDYH RUGHUHG IURP
:KLWORFN %URV� /WG�� RI *UHDW <HOGKDP� (VVH[�
VL[ �� IW� DOO�ZHOGHG VHOI�SURSHOOHG K\GUDXOLF GUHGJ�
HUV� $SWO\ NQRZQ DV 'LQNXP FUDIW� WKH\ DUH RQO\
� IW� LQ EHDP DQG WR VWDELOLVH WKHP ZKLOH GUHGJLQJ�
IRXU K\GUDXOLFDOO\�RSHUDWHG VSXGV DUH IRUFHG LQWR
WKH FDQDO ERWWRP� 7KLV REYLDWHV WKH QHHG WR PDNH
IDVW E\ WKH XVXDO IRXU�SDUW PRRULQJ� D ODERXU DQG
WLPH�FRQVXPLQJ RSHUDWLRQ DQG RQH ZKLFK LQWHU�
IHUHV ZLWK FDQDO WUDI¿F� 7KH FUDIW KDYH D VHPL�
FLUFXODU IRUZDUG HQG DQG D VZLP DIWHU HQG� 7KHUH
LV QR KRSSHU FDSDFLW\ DV WKH VSRLO LV GXPSHG LQWR
EDUJHV DORQJVLGH RU RQ WKH FDQDO EDQN� 7KH
GUHGJLQJ HTXLSPHQW FRQVLVWV RI DQ DVVHPEO\ RI
K\GUDXOLFDOO\�SRZHUHG DUWLFXODWHG OHYHUV� WHUPLQ�
DWLQJ LQ D � \G�� FODPVKHOO EXFNHW� 7KLV LV FDSDEOH
RI GUHGJLQJ WR D GHSWK RI �� IW� DQG GLVFKDUJLQJ
DW D KHLJKW RI DV PXFK DV � IW� � LQ� DERYH WKH
ZDWHUOLQH� 7KH PD[LPXP RXWUHDFK RI WKH MLE LV
�� IW� DQG LW LV DEOH WR VOHZ WKURXJK ��� GHJ� 7KH
GUHGJLQJ FRQWUROV FRQVLVW RI IRXU OHYHUV HDFK RI
ZKLFK SHUIRUPV D VHSDUDWH IXQFWLRQ� $ /LVWHU
+%=0*5 WZR�F\OLQGHU DLU�FRROHG GLHVHO HQJLQH
GHYHORSLQJ �� EKS DW ����� UHY��PtQ� GULYHV WKH
SURSHOOHU WKURXJK D � WR � UHYHUVH�UHGXFWLRQ JHDU
ZKLFK JLYHV WKH FUDIW D VSHHG RI � NQRWV� $ SRZHU
WDNH�RLO IURP WKH IRUZDUG HQG RI WKH HQJLQH OHDGV
WR D 6WHLQ 	 $WNLQVRQ YDQH�W\SH K\GUDXOLF SXPS�
ZLWK DQ RXWSXW RI �� JHO��PLQ� DW ����� OE��LQ��

7KLV K\GUDXOLF SRZHU LV DSSOLHG WR WKH GUHGJLQJ
SODQW DQG WKH VSXGV� ZKLFK DUH RSHUDWHG E\ LQ�
GHSHQGHQW FLUFXLWV ZLWK D FRPPRQ GUDLQ WDQN RI
�� JDO� FDSDFLW\�
7KHVH FUDIW KDYH PDGH VXEVWDQWLDO HFRQRPLHV

LQ WKH FRVW RI PDLQWDLQLQJ FDQDOV DQG WKH IROORZ�
LQJ VXPPDU\ LV LOOXVWUDWLYH RI WKH UHVXOWV RI WHVWV
XQGHUWDNHQ LQ RQH RI WKH 0LGODQG ZDWHUZD\V�
$ 'LQNXP GUHGJHU RSHUDWLQJ LQ VLOW WR D GHSWK

RI � IW� � LQ� ZLWK D �� WRQ KRSSHU EDUJH DORQJVLGH
UHWXUQHG DQ DYHUDJH RI QLQHW\ � FZW� JUDE�F\FOHV
SHU KRXU� 7KH WRQQDJH GUHGJHG SHU KRXU ZDV ���
WRQV RU ��� WRQV SHU HLJKW�KRXU VKLIW� UHSUHVHQWLQJ
DSSUR[LPDWHO\ ����� WRQV SHU ZHHN� 7KH GLHVHO
IXHO� 㔞 JDOORQ SHU KRXU DW ���G� SHU JDOORQ� FRVW
�� ��� 2G� SHU ZHHN DQG ODERXU FRVW RI D WKUHH�
PDQ JDQJ ZDV ��� ��� 2G� SHU ZHHN� 7KLV WRWDO
RI ODERXU DQG IXHO RI ��� yV� �G� UHSUHVHQWV ���G�
SHU WRQ GUHGJHG SHU JDQJ RU =«6G� SHU WRQ SHU
PDQ� +DQG GUHGJLQJ FRVWV QR OHVV WKDQ ����G�
SHU WRQ SHU PDQ� 7KLV LV D VWULNLQJ H[DPSOH RI WKH
SRWHQWLDO HFRQRP\ UHVXOWLQJ IURP WKH XVH RI D
VPDOO DLU²FRROHG GLHVHO HQJLQH�
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MINIATURE DIESEL-POWERED DREDGERS
These versatile craft have enabled British Water-
ways to achieve dramatic economies in the cost

of maintaining the depth of their canals
THE need to dredge the narrow canals of this

country is a continuing problem and a costly
one to the authorities concerned. To speed this
unproductive yet necessary task, the South Eastern
Division of British Waterways have ordered from
Whitlock Bros. Ltd., of Great Yeldham, Essex,
six 35 ft. all-welded self-propelled hydraulic dredg-
ers. Aptly known as Dinkum craft, they are only
7 ft. in beam and to stabilise them while dredging,
four hydraulically-operated spuds are forced into
the canal bottom. This obviates the need to make
fast by the usual four-part mooring, a labour and
time-consuming operation and one which inter-
feres With canal traffic. The craft have a semi-
circular forward end and a swim after end. There
is no hopper capacity as the spoil is dumped into
barges alongside or on the canal bank. The
dredging equipment consists of an assembly of
hydraulically-powered articulated levers, termin-
ating in a $ yd.3 clamshell bucket. This is capable
of dredging to a depth of 10 ft. and discharging
at a height of as much as 8 ft. 6 in. above the
waterline. The maximum outreach of the jib is
30 ft. and it is able to slew through 170 deg. The
dredging controls consist of four levers each of
which performs a separate function. A Lister
HB2MGR two-cylinder air-cooled diesel engine
developing 24 bhp at 2,000 rev./min. drives the
propeller through a 3 to 1 reverse-reduction gear
which gives the craft a speed of 8 knots. A power
take-off from the forward end of the engine leads
to a Stein & Atkinson vane-type hydraulic pump.
with an output of 20 gal/min. at 1.500 Ib./in2.

This hydraulic power is applied to the dredging
plant and the spuds, which are operated by in-
dependent circuits with a common drain tank of
40 gal. capacity.

These craft have made substantial economies
in the cost of maintaining canals and the follow-
ing summary is illustrative of the results of tests
undertaken in one of the Midland waterways.

A Dinkum dredger operating in silt to a depth
of 4 ft. 9 in. with a 28 ton hopper barge alongside
returned an average of ninety 5 cwt. grab-cycles
per hour. The tonnage dredged per hour was 223
tons or 180 tons per eight-hour shift, representing
approximately 1,000 tons per week. The diesel
fuel, + gallon per hour at 1/4d. per gallon, cost
£2 4s. 0d. per week and labour cost of a three-
man gang was £29 2s. Od. per week. This total
of labour and fuel of £31 6s. Od. represents 7.5d.
per ton dredged per gang or 2.5d. per ton per
man. Hand dredging costs no less than 86.0d.
per ton per man. This is a striking example of the
potential economy resulting from the use of a
small air-cooled diesel engine.

(Reprinted from * Mechanical Power.”)

“The Thames Welcomes You” . . . By Peter H.
Chaplin. 4/- post paid from the Hon. Secretary,
David Harmon, 3b Drayton Road, Tonbridge, Kent.
An ideal introduction to the Thames written by an
acknowledged authority and I.W.A. Member.

Fenland Cruise — Why not take a Fenland cruise
this year? 2/3 berth modern Yarecraft cruiser for
hire. Write to H. G. Cane, Victoria Line Cruisers,
17 Cliff Terrace, Hunstanton, Norfolk, Hunstanton
144.

Capacity Length 14 ft.
Capacity Weight 400 Ibs.

£34.0.0

tilt position)
Length 1

“Snipe”
BOAT TRAILERS 7553
Available from 200 Ibs to36 cwt. capacity, for boats
from 10 ft. to 28 ft. in
length.
Write for our fully illu-
strated folders giving details
of all models.

Model No. A1000

Tilt frame ren non-je em ANISWeight 10 cwt.
£79.10.0.

LEW-WAYS LTD
Watling Street, Cannock,
Staffs.
Telephone: Brownhills 2565

THE AYL
3 THE CANA
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AYLESBURY

Ample headroom—for tall folk!
Your pets can come—for family peace of mind!

| Life jackets—for the little ones!
| Electric light—for evenings and tunnels!

Shaver point—for the “ Skipper ”!
Built-in Radios—for the weather forecast!
Unspoilt countryside—for viewing!

| Refrigerators—for ice cold drinks, etc.!
| Your holiday is safe—for young and elderly!

Constant hot and cold water—for washing up!
Reading lights—for finishing that last chapter!
Unique extra, Television—for a wet evening!
Individual attention—for all needs!
Showers (H. & C.)—for personal freshness!
Easy handling—for everyone!
Reliable gas cooker—for the galley slave!
Service—forall of you, from all of us at—

THE AYLESBURY CRUISER COMPANY, LIMITED
3 THE GANAL BASIN, AYLESBURY, BUCKS. Tel. Aylesbury 260

FREE BROCHURE
Please mention WINDLASS when replying to advertisements.
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:H VWRFN D IXOO VHOHFWLRQ RI WKH ɒ HQFRPSDVVLQJ UDQJH RI 'ROSKLQ
&UXLVHUV DQG (YLQUXGH RXWERDUG PRWRUV� 6HFRQG�KDQG FUXLVHUV

DQG HQJLQHV�
&86720 EXLOW FUXLVHUV XS WR �OIW� VXSHUEO\ EXLOW WR WKH SXUFKDVHUµV
VSHFL¿FDWLRQ� 7ULDO UXQV DUUDQJHG LQ RUGHU WR DOORZ WKH FXVWRPHU
WR GHFLGH RQ KLV RZQ LQWHULRU GHVLJQ� $ PRRULQJ LV JXDUDQWHHG
ZKHQ D QHZ FUXLVHU LV SXUFKDVHG� $OO ERDWV DQG HQJLQHV DUH

DYDLODEOH RQ H[WHQGHG SD\PHQWV�
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5HSDLUV DQG FRQYHUVLRQV� :LQWHU VWRUDJH XQGHU FRYHU� $ ODUJH
VOLSZD\ HQDEOHV ERDWV IURP WUDLOHUHG FUDIW WR IXOO VL]H FUXLVHUV WR
EH VOLSSHG� 0RRULQJV� SHWURO DQG GLHVHO IXHO� RLOV DQG &DORU JDV�
%5($.'2:1 6(59,&( IRU SULYDWH RZQHUV� �� KRXUV D GD\
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IULJHUDWRUV� ZDWHU KHDWHUV� HOHFWULF ZDWHU V\VWHPV� ÀXVK WRLOHWV DQG
VKRZHUV�
<RX PD\ VWDUW IURP DQ\ RI VL[ EDVHV DQG FRYHU WKH &DQDOV DQG

5LYHUV RI (QJODQG� 2QH�ZD\ FUXLVHV�
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BLETCHLEY BOAT CO. LTD.
BOAT SALES
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We stock a full selection of the all encompassing range of Dolphin
Cruisers and Evinrude outboard motors. Second-hand cruisers

and engines.
CUSTOMbuilt cruisers up to 41ft. superbly built to the purchaser's
specification. Trial runs arranged in order to allow the customer
to decide on his own interior design. A mooring is guaranteed
when a new cruiser is purchased. All boats and engines are

-available on extended payments.

*
BOAT FACILITIES

Repairs and conversions. Winter storage under cover. A large
slipway enables boats from trailered craft to full size cruisers to
be slipped. Moorings, petrol and diesel fuel; oils and Calor gas.
BREAKDOWN SERVICE for private owners. 24 hours a day

emergency service.

*
BOATS FOR HIRE

THIRTY-FIVE self-drive luxury cabin cruisers, 2/8 berth, fully
equipped with the most comprehensive inventories. cookers, re-
frigerators, water heaters, electric water systems, flush toilets and
showers.
You may start from any of six bases and cover the Canals and

Rivers of England. One-way cruises.

*
Please write to : Bletchley Boat Co. Ltd., (Dept. H.C.B.), Stoke:
Road, Bletchley. State which of the above services you require
and the appropriate brochures will be sent to you;

or ring Bletchley 2193.
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